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1. Mpoucwecteue 20-ro yncna

B 10 Bpems1, Kak Bce JIFOJM CKAaKalli ¢ OJJHOW CIIy»KOBbI Ha Apyryro, ToBapui KopoTkoB mpoyHO
ciyxun B ['maBuentrp6ascnumare (I'nmaBnas llentpanbnas basa Crnuwdeunsix MartepuanoB) Ha
LITATHON JOJKHOCTH JEJIONPOU3BOAUTENS U IIPOCTYXKWII B HeH 1enbIx 11 mecsanes.

[TpurpeBmmmcy B Criumate, HEXHBIA, THXUM OnoHAMH KOPOTKOB COBEpIIEHHO BBITPABHII Y
ce0s B AyllIe MBICIIb, YTO CYLIECTBYIOT HAa CBETE TaK HA3bIBAEMbIE MPEBPATHOCTH CYAbOBI, U IPUBUII
B3aMEH Hee YBEpEeHHOCTh, YTO OH — KOpPOTKOB — OyAeT CIIy>XKUTh B 0a3e JO OKOHYAHHUS KHU3HH Ha
3eMHOM 1ape. Ho, yBbI, BBIIIIO COBCEM HE TaK...

20 cents0pst 1921 ronma xaccup Cnmmara HAaKpBUICS CBOCH NMPOTMBHOW YIIACTOW IIANKOH,
YJIOKUII B HOPT(QEIb M0I0CATYI0 ACCUTHOBKY U yexail. OTo OblIo B 11 yacoB MOMOIyHOUH.

Bepnyncs xe kaccup B 4 1/2 yaca nomnosryiH1, COBEpIIEHHO MOKpBIi. [Iprexas, OH CTpsAXHYI
C LIANKH BOAY, ITOJIOKWII LIANKY HA CTOJ, @ Ha IIANKy — MopTdenb U CKa3al:

— He nanupaiire, rocnona.

IToToM nomapui 3a4eM-TO B CTOJIE, BBILIEN U3 KOMHATBI U BEPHYJICA 4epe3 YETBEPTh 4aca C
0O0JIBIIION MEPTBOW KYpHIICH CO CBepHYTOH mieeil. Kypuily oH moioxumt Ha moptdeis, Ha KypHILy —
CBOIO MPaBYIO PYKY Y MOJIBUIIL:

— Jlener He Oyzer.

— 3aBTpa? — XOPOM 3aKpUYalli )KCHILUHBI.

— Her, — kaccup 3amoTan TOJOBOW, — W 3aBTpa He OyneT, W mocie3aBTpa. He Hamesaiire,
rocro/a, a TO Bbl MHE, TOBApUILHU, CTOJI OIIPOKUHETE.

— Kak? — Bckpuuanu Bce, U B TOM 4Mciie HauBHbIH KOpoTKOB.

— I'pasxnane! — madyiyuM rosocoM 3ares KacCHp M JIOKTeM oTMaxHyicsa oT Koporkosa. — S
e npoury!

— Jla xaK »xe? — Kpu4aju Bce U rpoMYe BCEX ITOT KOMUK KOpOTKOB.

— Hy, moxanyiicra, — curuio mpoOopMOTall KacCHUp W, BBITAIIUB U3 MOPTQENs acCCUTHOBKY,
nokasain ee Koporkosy.

Hang temM mecTtoM, Kyna TbIKal TPSI3HBI HOTOTh Kaccupa, HAMCKOCh OBLIO HAIHCaHO
KPacCHBbIMU YEPHUIIAMH:

«BpLIare.
3a T.Cy00oTHUKOBa — CeHary.

Hixe (I)I/IOJ'IGTOBLIMI/I YCpHUIaMHU OBLIO HAIMCAHO:

«JleHer HeT.
3a t.liBaHOBa — CMHpHOBY.

— Kak? — kpuknyn ogua KopoTkos, a ocTanbHble, IBIXTS, HABAJIWINCh Ha Kaccupa.

— Ax T8I, 'ocnioiu! — pacrepstaao 3aHbu1 TOT. — [Ipu uem s TyT? boxke Thl Moii!

ToponnuBo 3acyHyB acCUTHOBKY B MOPT(QENb, OH HAKPbUICSA LIANKOM, MOpTdens CyHyl moj
MBIIIKY, B3MaxHyNl Kypuled, kKpukuyi: «lIpomyctute, moxanyicral» — M, nMpojJoMuB Opeuib B
JKWBOW CTEHE, MCYE3 B ABEPSX.

3a HUM C NMHUCKOM MobOexana OiieHas perucTparopiia Ha BBICOKUX 3a0CTPEHHBIX KaOlyKax,
JIeBBIN KaOJyK y caMbIX JABEpel ¢ XpyCTOM OTBAJIUJICS, pETUCTpaTOpIla KayHyJIach, MOAHSIIA HOTY U
CHslIIa TY(QIIO.

W B xomHaTe octanach OHa, — Oocas Ha OJHY HOTY, U BCE OCTaJbHbIe, B TOM 4YHCIE U
Kopotkos.



2. MpoaykTbl NponsBoACTBaA

Yepes Tpu AHSA MOCHIE OMMCAHHOTO COOBITHS JABEPb OTIACIBHOW KOMHATBI, I'/Ie 3aHUMAJICS
ToBapuill KopoTkoB, IpHOTKpPbUIACk, U )KEHCKasl 3aIUIaKaHHas IoJI0Ba 3JI00HO cKa3aja:

— ToBapui KopoTkoB, uanTe xajoBaHbe MOJIy4aTh.

— Kak? — pagoctHo BockinkHyn KopoTkoB u, HacBuUCThIBas yBepTiopy u3 «Kapmeny,
no0exan B KOMHATy C HaJIUCBIO: «Kacca». Y KacCHUPCKOro CTOJIa OH OCTaHOBWIICA M IIUPOKO
OTKpbUI pOT. J[BE TOJCTBIX KOJOHHBI, COCTOSILIME M3 JKEITHIX MaueK, BO3BBILIAINCH A0 CAMOIO
notoJsika. YToObI HEe OTBEYaTh HU Ha KaKHE BOIPOCHI, IIOTHBINA U B3BOJIHOBAHHBIM KacCUpP KHOINKOH
INPUILNWINI K CTEHE acCUTHOBKY, Ha KOTOpPOW Telepb HMMENach TPEThbsl HAAIUCh 3€JIEHBIMU
YEepHUJIaAMU:

«Bb1aTh npoayKTamMu NpOU3BOACTBA.
3a 1.borosiBnenckoro — [IpeoOpakeHCKHi.
U s monarato — Kuecuackuin».

KopoTkoB BbIIIEN OT Kaccupa, MUPOKO U IIIYNOo yibi0aschk. B pykax y Hero Obu1o 4 60mbIInx
KENThIX TauKH, 5 MalleHbKUX 3€JICHbIX, a B KapMaHax 13 cuHUX KOpoOOk crmuuek. Y cebs B
KOMHAaTe, MPUCITYIIMBAsCh K I'yJy U3yMJIEHHBIX T'OJI0COB B KaHIIEISPUH, OH yIIaKOBaJl CIUYKH B J1Ba
OTPOMHBIX JIUCTA CETOAHAIIHEH ra3eThl U, HE CKa3aBUIMCh HUKOMY, OTOBUI CO CIyXObl TOMOH. Y
noawseszna CnuMara OH 4yTh HE IONAJ MOJ aBTOMOOWJIb, B KOTOPOM KTO-TO IMOABEXaJl, HO KTO
nMeHHO, KOpOTKOB He pa3risaen.

[TpuOBIB TOMO¥, OH BBUIOKHJI CIIMYKHA HA CTOJ W, OTOWIS, MONOOOBajiCcsS Ha HHUX. [ oymas
ynbpIOKa He cxoauia ¢ ero juia. 3areM KopoTkoB B3bepoIni 0eJI0Kypblie BOJIOCH U CKa3all CaMOMY
ce0e:

— Hy-c, yabiBaTh TyT goiaro Heuero. [loctapaemcs ux npoaars.

OHn noctyyascs, K cocelike cBoeil, Anekcanape denoposHe, ciyxainieil B ['yOBuHCKIIAzE.

— Boiinure, — riryxo 0TO3BajloCh B KOMHATE.

KopotkoB Bomien u mzymmiics. IlpexaeBpeMeHHO BepHYBIIascs €O CIyXObl AJekcaHapa
denopoBHA B NAJIBTO U IIANIOYKE CHJIETA HA KOPTOUKaxX Ha noiy. [lepen Hero cTost cTpoil OyThIIOK
¢ mpoOKaMH M3 Ta3eTHON OyMaru, HamoOJHEHHBIX JKUJIKOCTBIO TYCTOTO KpacHOro IBeTa. JIuio y
Anekcanapsl @e1opoBHBI OBLIO 3aIlIaKaHO.

— 46, — ckazana oHa U MoBepHyJIach K KopoTkoBy.

—3JT10 uyepHuna?.. 31apaBcTBYHTE, AuexcaHiapa PenopoBHA, — BBIMOJBHI TOPa’KEHHBIN
Kopotkos.

— llepkOBHOE BUHO, — BCXJIMIIHYB, OTBETUJIA COCEIKA.

— Kaxk, u Bam? — axuyn KopoTkos.

— U1 Bam nepkoBHOE? — n3ymmiiace Asiekcanpa ®@enopoBHa.

— Ham — cinuku, — yracimm rosocom oTBeTH)1 KOpOTKOB U 3aKpyTHII MYTOBUIlY HA MUDKAKE.

— Jla Beap OHU ke He TopsT! — Bckpuuana Anekcanapa OenopoBHa, NOJHUMAICh U OTPAXUBas
100KY.

— Kak ato Tak, He ropar? — ucnyraincs KoporkoB u Opocumics xk cebe B koMHaty. Tam, He
Tepsii HU MUHYTBI, OH CXBaTWUJ KOPOOKY, C TPECKOM pacreyaTall ee U YUpKHYJ crnudkoil. OHa ¢
LIUIEHbEM BCIIBIXHYJIA 3€JICHOBAaTBIM OTHEM, NEpPEIOMMIIAch U noracia. KopoTkos, 3aJ0XHYBIINCH
OT €JIKOT'0 CEpHOro 3amaxa, 00JIE3HEHHO 3aKalllIsuicsd U 3aXer BTOpYro. Ta BhICTpenuia, U J1Ba OrHs
Oppi3HyNM OT Hee. [lepBBIif moman B OKOHHOE CTEKJO, a BTOPOM — B JIEBBIM IJla3 TOBapHINa
Kopotkoga.

— A-ax! — kpukHys1 KOpoTKOB 1 BBIPOHMII KOPOOKY.

Heckonbko MrHoBeHui OH mepedupan HOraMu, Kak Topsiyas JIOIIagb, U 3aXumall TJja3



JaJI0OHBI0. 3aTeM C yXacoM 3ariisiHy/l B OPUTBEHHOE 3epKajblie, YBEPEHHBIH, YTO JIMIIMJICS TJ1a3a.
Ho rna3 okazancs Ha mecte. [IpaBaa, oH ObLIT KpaceH U UCTOYAII CIIE3BI.

— Ax, boxe moii! — pacctpomicst KopoTkoB, HEMEIJIEHHO J0CTal U3 KOMOJAa aMEpUKaHCKUM
WHIUBUAYAIbHBIN IaKeT, BCKPBUI €ro, OOBs3all JIEBYIO IOJOBHHY TOJIOBBI M CTajl IOXO0X Ha
paHeHHOro B 00I0.

Bcro HOub KopoTKkOB He racui OrHg M Jexall, 4upKas CHUYKaMU. BbIYMpKan OH Takum
00pa3oM Tpu KOPOOKH, IPHUEM MY yIaloCh 3aKe4b 63 CIIUYKH.

— Bper, nypa, — Bopuan KopoTkoB, — IpeKpacHbI€ CIIMYKH.

Ilon yTpo kKOMHaTa HaNOJHWJIACh YAYLLIUMBBIM cepHbIM 3amaxoMm. Ha paccBere KopoTkos
YCHYJ M YBHUJAN ypalKWH, CTPAIIHBIA COH: OyATO Obl Ha 3€JIEHOM JYT'y OUYTHJICS IMepell HUM
OTPOMHBIH, XMBOW OWIIHApAHBIN HIap HAa HOXKaxX. JTO OBUIO Tak CKBEpHO, uyTOo KoOpoTkoB
3aKpUYall U MPOCHYNCS. B MyTHOM MrJje elle CeKyH[ ISATh €My MEpEIIMIOCh, YTO IIap TYT, BO3JIE
IIOCTENN, U OYEHb CHJIBHO MaxHeT cepoil. Ho motom Bce 3T0 npomnasno; noBopoyaBurch, Kopotkos
3aCHYJI M y’K€ HE IIPOCHINaCS.

3. JlbicbI noaABUNcA

Ha cnenytomee yrpo KopoTkoB, cABHHYB HOBSA3KY, yOeAMiCs, YTO IJla3 €ro IMO4YTH
BbI3J10poBeIl. TeM He MeHee MOBA3KY U3JIUIIHE OCTOPOKHBIM KOpOTKOB pemini noka He CHUMATh.

SIBUBIIKCH Ha cayXOy C KpyHIHBIM oOno3aaHueM, XuTpblii KopoTkoB, uToObl HE BO30YyXIaTh
KPUBOTOJIKOB CPEIU HU3IIMX CIIY)KAlUX, MPsMO Ipolles K cede B KOMHAaTy M Ha CTOJIE Halles
Oymary, B Koell 3aBeyroluil MOJOTAeNIOM YKOMIUIEKTOBAHHUS 3alpallyiBaj 3aBeyouiero 6a3ou, —
OyzeT ¥ BBIJAHO MAlIMHUCTKaM oOMyHAupoBaHue. [IpounTtas 6ymary npaBbiM ria3oM, KopoTkos
B3s11 €€ U OTHpaBUIICA IO KOPUIOPY K KaOUHETY 3aBeaytoliero 6a3oi T.YekyuHa.

W Bot y cambix aBepelt B kaOuHeT KOpPOTKOB CTOJNKHYJICS C HEU3BECTHBIM, [TOPA3UBIIUM €r0
CBOUM BHJIOM.

DTOT HEU3BECTHBIN OBLJI HACTOJIBKO MaJIEHBKOI'O POCTa, YTO JOCTUTall BBICOKOMY KopoTkoBy
TOJIBKO 10 Tanuu. HemocTarok pocra MCKynmalicsi 4pe3BbIYAHOMN IMPHUHON Ijied HEU3BECTHOTO.
KBanpatHoe TynoBHILE CHAENO HAa HCKPUBJICHHBIX HOrax, Ipuyem JieBas Obuia xpomas. Ho
npuMedaresbHee Bcero Oblia rosnoBa. OHa HpeACTaBisia COOOI0 TOYHYIO T'MTAHTCKYHO MOJEIb
113, HACa)KEHHOT'0 Ha LIE0 TOPU30HTAIBHO U OCTPBIM KOHIIOM Briepes. JIbicoi oHa Oblila TOXE Kak
W0 M HACTOJIBKO OJIECTSIIEH, YTO Ha TEMEHH Yy HEM3BECTHOT'O, HE yracasi, TOpeit JIeKTpUIecKHue
namnoyku. KpoxoTHoe U0 HEM3BECTHOTO ObUIO BHIOPUTO /10 CUHEBBI, U 3€JIEHbIE MAJIEHbKHE, KaK
OyJ1aBOUHBIE TOJIOBKH, IJ1a3a CHJIENU B TITyOOKHX BMaJguHAX. Teao Hen3BeCTHOrO ObIIO 00J€UYeHO B
paccTerHyThlil, CHIMTBIE M3 ceporo ojesina (peHd, U3-MoJ KOTOPOro  BBIJISAbIBANA
MaJIOpOCCUICKas BBILIMTAs pyOallka, HOTW B IITaHaX W3 TAaKOro K€ Marepuana U HU3EHBKUX C
BBIPE30M CaloKKax rycapa BpeMeH Asnekcanpa I.

«T-Tunuk», — nogyman KopoTkoB M ycTpeMuics K IBepd YUekyllnHa, CTapasicb MUHOBATh
aeicoro. Ho ToT coBepiieHHO HeokuaaHHOo 3aropoaui KopoTkoBy nopory.

—Yrto Bam Hano? — cmnpocun JbIcklii  KopoTkoBa TakMM ToOJIOCOM, YTO HEPBHBIN
JeJIONPOU3BOJUTEND B3APOTHYJI. DTOT rojoc ObUI COBEPIIEHHO MOX0X Ha roJ0C MEIHOrO Ta3za U
OTJIMYAJICS TAaKUM TEMOPOM, UTO Yy Ka)J0ro, KTO €ro CJbIAJ, IPU KaKIOM CIOBE IMPOMCXOJIUIIO
BJ10JIb TO3BOHOYHMKA OLIYIIEHHE 1IepiaBoil npososoku. Kpome Toro, KopoTkoBy nokasanock, 4To
CJIOBAa HEM3BECTHOT'O NaxHyT cinukaMu. HecMoTps Ha Bce 3710, HenanbHOBUIHBIN KopoTkoB crneman
TO, YETo JIeJlaTh HU B KOEM Cllydae He ClIeZIoBajio, — O0UaeNCs.

—I'M... moBONBHO cTpaHHoO. S uay ¢ Oymaroii... A Mo3BoJIbTE Y3HATh, KTO BBI TaK...

— A BBI BUANUTE, YTO HA IBEPU HAITUCAHO?

KopoTkoB mocMoTpesn Ha JBepb U YBUAAI JaBHO 3HAKOMYIO Ha/IIIHUCh:

bBe3 noxiaaa He BXOAUTH



— S v uny ¢ goknanom, — crirynui KopoTkoB, yka3piBas Ha CBOIO Oymary.

JIbICBI KBagpaTHBIA HEOXUIAHHO paccepauiicd. [71a3ku ero BCHBIXHYJU >KEJITOBATHIMHU
HCKOPKaMH.

— Bpl, ToBapui, — ckasan oH, orimymas KopoTkoBa KacTpHOJIBHBIMU 3BYKaMM, — HACTOJIBKO
HEPAa3BUTHI, YTO HE TOHUMAETE 3HAUEHUS CAMBIX MIPOCTHIX CIIY)KEOHBIX HAAMUCEH. S MOIOKUTETHHO
YIUBIISIOCH, KaK BBl CIIYKMJIM J0 cuX mop. BooO1ie TyT y Bac MHOro HHTEPECHOT0, HAllpUMep, 3TH
noAOUTHIE TJIa3a Ha KaxaoMm mary. Hy, Hu4ero, 3To Mbl Bce IpHUBEAEM B MOPSAOK. («A-ax!» —
axHyn npo ceds Koportkos.) [alite crona!l

W ¢ mociemHUMH CIOBaMU HEM3BECTHBIN BbIpBall W3 pyk KopoTkoBa Oymary, MrHOBEHHO
Ipodyes ee, BBITALMI W3 KapMaHa IITAaHOB OOIPHI3EHHBIM XMMUYECKMH KapaHJall, MPHIOKUI
Oymary K CTEHE U KOCO HaIllucall HECKOJIBKO CIIOB.

— Crynaiite! — psBKHYJI OH U TKHyJ1 Oymary KopoTkoBy Tak, 4TO 4yTh HE BBIKOJOJN €My U
nocieaHuil rina3. J[Bepp B KaOMHET B3BbLIA U MPOIJIOTHIIA HEM3BECTHOro, a KopoTkoB ocraics B
OLIENICHEHUH, — B KabuHeTe YekyluHa He ObLIo.

[Tpumen B cebs ckoH(pykeHHBIH KOPOTKOB Yepe3 MOIMUHYTHI, KOT/Ia BIUIOTHYIO HAJIETENl Ha
JInnouxy ne Pynu, nuunyro cekperapiry T.YekymuHa.

— A-ax! — axnyn Tt.KoporkoB. Imaz y Jlumouku Obl1 3aKyTaH TOYHO TaKUM K€
UH/MBUYAJIIbHBIM MaTepUaioM ¢ TOW pa3HMIEH, 4TO KOHILbI OMHTa ObUIM 3aBsA3aHbl KOKETIMBBIM
OaHTOM.

—Yro 310 y Bac?

— Crninuku! — pazznpaxenHo orseruia Jlunouka. — IpokisTeie.

— KTo Tam Takoii? — memnorom crpocuis youTsiii KopoTkos.

— Pa3Be BBI He 3HaeTe? — 3amenrana JIngouka, — HOBBIM.

— Kak? — nucknyn Koporkos, — a Yekymunn?

— Beirnanmu  BYepa, — 37100HO ckazanma Jlupmouka w mpubaBuiia, TKHYB MalbYUKOM TIO
HanpasieHuto kabuneta: — Hy u ry-ycb. Bot 310 ¢pykT. Takoro npoTUBHOrO 5 B *H3Hb CBOIO HE
Bujana. Oper! YBonuts!.. [lonmranuuku neickle! — qo6aBuia 0Ha HEOKHUAAHHO, Tak yTo KopoTkoB
BBIITYYHJI HA HEE IJ1a3.

— Kak o¢a...

KopoTkoB He ycmesn cupocuth. 3a JBepbl0 KaOMHETa TPpsiHYN cTpauHbiil roigoc: «Kypbepal!»
Jlenonpon3BOAUTENb U CEKpeTapilia MTHOBEHHO Pa3JIeTeNINCh B pa3Hble CTOpOHBI. [IpunereB B cBOIO
KoMHaty, KopoTKoB cell 3a cTos 1 Mpou3Hec caM cede TaKyko peyb:

— Au, g, si... Hy, KopotkoB, Tb1 Bionaics. HyxHO 53TO [enblie HCIPABISTH...
«HepazBurb»... XM... Haxau... Jlanno! BoT Tbl yBHANIIB, KaK 3TO Tak KOpOTKOB HEpa3BUT.

W onHuM r7a3oM 1€710MpOU3BOIUTEND MTpoYel nucanue jasicoro. Ha Gymare crosuin KpuBble
(9 (O):2:h

«BceM MammHHCTKAM | JKCHIIIMHaAM B006H_Ie CBOCBPCMCHHO 6y,Z[YT BbIJTaHbI
COJIIATCKHE KAJIbCOHBI.

—BoT 310 370pOBO! — BOCXMIIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJI KOpOTKOB M ClagocTpacTHO ApPOTHYI,
npeAcTaBuB cede JInIouky B cONaTCKUX KambcoHaX. OH HEMENJIs BBITAIIMII YACTHIN JTUCT Oymaru
Y B TPU MUHYTBI COUMHMIL:

«Tenedonorpamma.

3aBeayromeMy TOIOTAEIOM YKOMIDIEKTOBAaHUS TOYKa. B OTBET Ha OTHOIICHHE
Bamre 3a Ne(,15015 (6) ot 19-ro umcna, 3amsaras [ maBcnuMar cooOmiaeT 3amsTas, 4To
BCEM MAIIMHUCTKAM W BOOOIIE KEHIIUHAM CBOEBPEMEHHO OYAyT BBIIAHBI COJIIATCKHE
KaJIbCOHBI TOYKA 3aBeABIBAIONINN TUPE MoAnMCh JlenonpousBoaurens Tupe Bapdomomeit
KopoTkoB Toukay.



OH no3BoHUT U ABUBIIEMYCS Kypbepy IlanTeneiiMmony ckazain:

— 3aBeAyOIIEMY Ha MTOAMUCH.

[TanTeneliMoH mojceBall ry0amu, B3siI Oymary U BBIIIIET.

Yetsipe yaca nociie 31oro KopoTkoB npuciylmnBaics, He BBIXOAS U3 CBOEM KOMHATHI, B TOM
pacuere, yTOOBI HOBBIM 3aBEABIBAIOIIMK, €CIM B3AyMaeT OOXOIHWTH TOMEIIEHHE, HETPEeMEHHO
3acTtaj ero norpy>keHHsiM B paboTy. Ho HUKakuX 3ByKOB M3 CTPAlIHOIO KaOMHETa HE JTOHOCUJIOCH.
Pa3 TonBpKO JONeTeN CMYTHBIM YyryHHBIH TOJIOC, KaK OyITO yrpOKaloUIMid KOTO-TO YBOJHUTH, HO
Koro uMeHHO, KOpOTKOB HE paccibiiiaji, XOTh U MPUITAJal yXOM K 3aMOYHOM CckBaxkuHe. B 3 1/2
yaca IOIOJIY/IHU 332 CTEHOM KaHLENsIpun pasaaics ronoc [lanteneiiMmona:

— YexaJii Ha MallluHe.

Kannenspust Totyac 3amymena u pasodexanach. [1o3ke Bcex B OAMHOYECTBE OTOBUT JOMOMU
T.KopoTkoB.

4. NMaparpad nepBbin — KOPOTKOB BbineTen

Ha cnenytomee yrpo KopoTkoB ¢ paocTbio yOeauics, 4yTo rj1a3 ero 60blie He HYyKIaeTcs B
JICUCHUH TIOBSI3KOM, MO3TOMY OH C OOJIer4YeHrneM cOpOCHII OMHT M Cpa3y MOXOPOIIET U U3MEHUIICS.
HanuBmuce yaro Ha ckopyro pyKy, KopoTkoB morymmi npuMmyc u nodexain Ha Ciyx0y, crapasch
HE 0103/1aTh, U ono3aai Ha 50 MUHYT K3-3a TOT0, YTO TPaMBail BMECTO LIECTOI'O MApLIPyTa IMOLIEN
OKPYKHBIM IIyTEM IO CEAbMOMY, 3a€Xall B OTAAJICHHBIC YJIMIBI C MAJIEHbKHMMH JOMUKAMH M Tam
ciomaiicad. KopoTKOB memkoM 0/1051€71 TpU BEPCThI U, 3albIXaBUIMCh, BOEXKaJl B KaHLEISIPUIO, KaK
pa3 Korja KyXOHHbIE 4achl «AJIBIIMHCKONW po3bl» MPOOMIINM OAMHHAALATH pa3. B kanunemspuu ero
OKUJAJIO 3PEJIMIIE COBEPIIEHHO HeoOblualiHOE JUIsl OJMHHAALATU 4yacoB yTpa. Jlunouka ne Pynu,
Munouka JlutoBueBa, Anna EBrpadoBna, crapmmii Oyxrantep Jposn, unctpykrop [urtwuc,
Howmepanknii, iBanos, My1iika, perucrparopiia, KacCUp — CJI0BOM, BCA KaHLEJSIPHUs HE CUEIA Ha
CBOMX MECTaxX 3a KYXOHHBIMH CTOJIaMH OBIBIIErO pecTopaHa «AJIBIUICKOW pO3b», a CTOosIa,
COMBIINCH B TECHYIO Ky4YKy y CTEHBI, HA KOTOPOW T'BO3/IeM ObLia MpUOWTA YETBEPTYIIKAa OyMaru.
ITpu Bxone KopoTkoBa HaCTYnmI0 BHE3AITHOE MOJIYAHUE, U BCE OTYIHIINCK.

— 31paBCTBYMTE, FOCTIOAA, YTO 3TO TaKoe? — CIIPOCUIT yIUBJIeHHbINH KOpoTKoB.

Tonna momnua paccrynuiace, 1 KopoTkoB npomen k yersepTynike. IlepBbie cTpouky MIsIHYIH
Ha HEro YBEPEHHO U SICHO, IOCJIETHUE CKBO3b CJIE3JIMBBIM, OIIEIOMIIIOINMI TyMaH.

ITpuxa3s Nel

1. 3a HenOMyCTUMO XalaTHOE OTHOIIEHHE K CBOMM OOS3aHHOCTSIM, BBI3BIBAIOLIEE
BOIHIONIYIO MYTaHHIy B BaKHBIX CIY)XeOHBIX Oymarax, a paBHO U 3a IOSIBICHHE Ha
ciry:k0e B 0e300pa3HOM BHJE pa3OMTOro, MO-BUANMOMY, B Jpake Jumna, ToB. KopoTkos
YBOJIBHSIETCSI C Cero 26-ro uucia, ¢ BblAaueld €My TpaMBallHBIX JI€HEr mo 25-e
BKITIOYHTEIBHO.

[Taparpad mnepBblif OblT B TO € BpeMsl W MOCIEIHMM, a MOJ maparpadom KpacoBaiach
KPYIHBIMU OYKBaMHU MOJATHNCH:

«3aBenyronIuit KaaILCOHEP.

JIBaauath CEeKyHIl B MbUIBHOM XPYCTaJIbHOM 3ajie «AJBIUNCKON PO3bI» LAPHIIO HUIEATbHOE



Momuanue. [Ipu 3TOM syunie Bcex, Tiy0jke M MEpTBEHHee Moival 3eieHoBarbiii Koporkos. Ha
IBAALATh IEPBOU CEKYHI€ MOJIYaHHE JIOTIHYJIO.

—Kax? Kak? — mposBenen aBa paza KoOpoTKOB COBEpIIEHHO Kak pa3OUTBIE O Kabmyk
anpruiickuii 6okan, — ero gamunus Kanbconep?..

[Ipu cTpamHOM ClIOBE KaHUENAPCKUE OpPBI3HYJINM B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI U BMHI PACCEIHCh IO
CTOJIaM, KaK BOPOHBI Ha TenerpadHoil mpoosoke. Jlnno KopoTkoBa CMEHMIIO THUIIYIO 3€JIEHYIO
IJIECEHb HA NSATHUCTBIN MypILYp.

— AW, s, s, — 3aryzen B OTJAJICHUH, BBITIISAIbIBas 13 rpoccOyxa. CKBOpell, — Kak K€ BbI ATO
Tak, 0aTiollIKa, MPOMaxHyIucs? A?

— 5 ny-myman, nymai... — mpoxpycren OCKolKamu rosioca KopoTkos, — mpoyuTan BMECTO
«Kanbsconep» «Kanbcons». OH ¢ MaleHbKOW OYKBBI MUIIET (haMIITUIO!

— [loqmraHHUKY 1 HE OJIeHY, IIyCTh OH YCIIOKOUTCS! — XpyCTalbHO 3BsAKHYNA JInnoudka.

— Tcc! — 3meeit 3ammunen CkBopell, — 4TO BbI?

OH HBIpHYJ, COPATANICSA B TPOCCOyXe M MPUKPBUICS CTPaHULIEH.

— A Hacuer JiMLa OH HE MMeeT IpaBal — HErPOMKO BBIKpUKHYJI KOpOTKOB, CTaHOBSCH U3
IypPIYpPHOTo OeNbIM, KaK TOpPHOCTal, — 51 HALIMMHU € CBOJIOYHBIMU CIMUYKaMH BBbDKET IJa3, Kak U
toBapuil jie Pynu!

— Tume! — nucknyn nobaeaneBmnii I'ntuc, — yro BeI? OH BUepa UCHBITHIBAI UX U HaIIe
IIPEBOCXOIHBIMH.

J-p-p-p-P-P-PpPp, — HEOKUIAHHO 3a3BEHEN IEKTPUUYECKUI 3BOHOK HaJ JIBEPBIO... U TOTYAC
Tskenoe teno [lanteneiiMona ynano ¢ Tadypera ¥ MOKaTUIOCh 110 KOPUAOPY.

— Hert! 5 o6bsacHIOC. SI 00BsACHIOCH! — BBICOKO M TOHKO crell KopoTKoB, MOTOM KUHYIICA
BJICBO, KMHYJICSI BIIPaBO, MPOOEKAN IIaroB JECATh HA MECTE, HCKAKEHHO OTPaKasiCh B IBUIBHBIX
QJIBITUICKUX 3epKaslaX, BHIHBIPHYJ B KOPUIOpE U MM00OeXkaa Ha CBET TYCKJIOW JaMIIOUKH, BUCALIEH
Haa Haanuceio «OTaenbHbIE KaOWHETH». 3ambIXaBIIUCh, OH CTall TEpel CTPAIIHOW IBEPHIO U
OouHyJcs B 00bsTUAX [laHTeneiimoHa.

— ToBapui IlanreneiimoH, — 3aroBopun OecrnokoiiHo KopoTkoB. — Thl MeHsl, moxaiyiicra,
ycTd. MHE Hy>KHO K 3aBEIyIOIIEMY CHI0 MUHYTY...

— Henb3s,, Henb3s, HUKOIO HE BEJIEHO MylIaTh, — 3axpunen llaHTeneiiMOH M CTpalIHBIM
3araxoM JIyKy 3arymui pemnmocts Koporkosa, — Henb3st. Mnute, naure, rocnogud Koportkos, a
TO MHE 4epe3 Bac Oena Oyner. ..

— ITanTeneiiMoOH, MHE K€ HY)KHO, — yracas, nonpocus1 KopoTrkos, — TyT, BUIUIIb JIA, JOPOTOU
[TanTeneiMon, ciryuawiics npukas... [lyctu mens, muneiii [lanTeneliMoH.

— Ax 1Bl X, ['ocnosu... — B yxace oOCpHYBIIUCH Ha JABeph, 3a0opmotan [lanTeneiimon, —
rOBOPIO BaM, Henb3s. Henb3s, ToBapuin!

B xabunere 3a 1BepbIo rpsHYI TeaePOHHBINA 3BOHOK U YXHYI B MeJb TSDKKHI T0OJ10C:

— Eny! Cetiuac!

[TanTeneliMoH 1 KOpOTKOB paccTynWIMCh; JBEPb paclaxHyJlach, U MO KOPUIAOPY IOHECCS
Kanbconep B dypaxkke u ¢ moprdenem noj Melmkoi. [TanTeneiiMoH BIPUTPYCKY MOOEKaN 32 HUM,
a 3a IlanteneliMoHOM, HEMHOro mnokosnebaBuch, kuHysIcs KoporkoB. Ha moBopore kopumopa
KopoTtkoB, OnenHblii M B3BOJIHOBAaHHBIM, MPOCKOYMJI MMoA pykamu IlanTeneiliMmona, oGoraain
Kanbconepa u mo0exan nepes HUM 33JJ0M.

— ToBapumr Kanbconep, — 3a00pMoTan OH NPEpHIBAIOIIUMCSI T'OJIOCOM, — I03BOJIBTE OJHY
MUHYTOUYKY CKa3aTb... TyT s 110 IOBOAY IIPHUKa3a...

— ToBapum! — 3BsikHyn OemieHo crTpemsmuiics U o03abouyeHHbI Kanbconep, cmeras
KopotkoBa B Gere, — BbI ke BuAnTE, 5 3aHaT? Eny! Exy!..

— Tak s HacyeT mpHukKa. ..

— Heysxenu BbI He BUauTE, 4TO 5 3aHAT?.. ToBapui! OOpaTUTECh K AI0NPOU3BOIUTEITIO.

Kanbconep BpIOekan B BecTHOOJb, TJ€ MOMEMIAJICS HA IUIOLIaJIKE OTPOMHBIN OpOIIEeHHBIN
oprat «AJIBIIMACKON PO3BI».

— 5 x nenompousBoguTens! — B ykace OOJMMBIIMCH NOTOM, BU3THY1 KopoTkos, —
BBICITyIIAliTE MEHsI, ToBapuil Kaasconep!



— ToBapum! — 3apeBern, Kak CUpeHa, HU4ero He ciymias, KanbcoHep u, Ha X0y 00epHYBIINCH
K [lanTeneiMony, KpUKHYI:

— I[Ipumute Mepsl, 4TOO MEHS He 3aepKUBau!

— ToBapuii! — ucnyraBumuch, 3axpunen [lanteneiiMoH, — 4TO Xk BbI 3aJiepKuUBaeTe?

W He 3Has, Kakyi0 Mepy HYXHO NPUHSTH, MPUHSI Takyro, — yxBaTuwi KopoTkoBa momepek
TYJIOBUIIIA W JIETOHBKO TIpWKajl K cebe, Kak JIOOMMYK SKEHIIMHY. Mepa okaszanach
JICACTBUTENBbHOU, — KanbCOHEp YCKOJIB3HYJ, CIOBHO HA POJMKAaX CKaTWJICA C JIECTHUUBI U
BBICKOYMJI B MMAPAJHYIO IBEPb.

— IMut! [lurt! — 3akpuyana 3a CTEKJIaMU MOTOIMKIIETKA, BBICTpENIWJIA MATh pa3 U, 3aKpPbIB
IbIMOM OKHa, ucuesna. Tyt Tonpko I[lanTeneliMon BeimycTHs1 KopoTkoBa, BbITEp MOT C JMLA U
IIPOPEBEI:

— be-na!

— [lanTeneitMoH. .. — Tpsacymmmcs rojiocom cupocui Kopotkos, — kyna on noexan? Ckopeit
CKaXH, OH JIpyroro, NOHUMaeuIb Jiu. ..

— Kaxwucs, B LlenTpocHab.

KopoTkoB Buxpem cOexai ¢ JeCTHUIIBI, BOPBAJICS B MIMHEIbHYI0, CXBATUJ MAIbTO U KEMKY U
BBIOGKAT HA YIIUILY.

5. AbsABonbCKNM POKyC

KopotkoBy nosesino. TpamBaii B Ty k€ MUHYTY MOPaBHSUIICS ¢ «ANBIMICKON po30oi». Y 1auHo
npbIrHyB, KopoTKOB MoHeccs Bepes, CTyKasich TO O TOPMO3HOE KOJIECO, TO O MEIIKHM Ha CIIHMHAaX.
Hanexna oGxwurana ero cepane. MOTOLMKIETKa MOYEMY-TO 3allepKajlach W TEIepb TapaxTelna
BIIepeau TpamBas, 1 KOpoTkoB TO Tepsil M3 Ija3, TO BHOBb OOpeTal KBaJpaTHYIO CIIMHY B Tyuye
CUHEro JpiMa. MuHyT st KopoTkoBa KOJIOTHIIO U MsUIO Ha IUIOUIA/IKE, HAKOHEL Y CEpPOro 37aHus
IlentpocHaba MotomukieTka cTana. KBaapaTHoe Teno 3aKkpbUIOCh MPOXOXKHMMU U HCUE3JIO.
KopoTkoB Ha X0y BBIpBaJCS U3 TpaMBasi, IIOBEPHYJICS IO OCH, YIIaj, YIIHO KOJIEHO, OTHSIT KEeTIKY
U 10/l HOCOM aBTOMOOMJIS MMOCTIELIIT B BECTUOOIIb.

[ToxpbiBasgs 1OJBI MOKPBIMHU IISITHAMH, JECATKU JroAed numm HaBcrpedy KopoTkoBy wuiun
obronsuin ero. KBaapaTHas cnuHa MeJbKHYJIa Ha BTOPOM Mapllle JIECTHUIIBI, M, 3a]bIXasiCh, OH
nocnenwl 3a Hed. KanbCoHep MOJHMMANCS CO CTPAHHOM, HEECTECTBEHHOM CKOPOCTBIO, U Yy
KopoTkoBa cxuManoch cepAle MpU MBICIH, YTO OH YIYCTHT ero. Tak u ciaydwiocs. Ha 5-i
IUIOUIa/IKe, KOTJa JIEJONpPOU3BOIUTENIb COBEPIICHHO OOeccuiell, CIMHAa pacTBOpPWIACH B TYILE
¢uznonomuii, manok u noprdeneit. Kak monnus KopoTkoB B3neTen Ha IUIOMAAKY U CEKYHAY
KoJiebaJicst Iepe1 ABEphio, Ha KOTOpOi Oblia Be HaamucH. OHa 30J10Tast IO 3€JICHOMY C TBEPJIbIM
3HAKOM:

JOPTYAP IIEIIMHBEPOK'D

Jpyras 4YepHbIM 110 6eroMy 0e3 TBepJoro:

HAYKAHIYIIPABJAEJICHAB

Haynauy KopoTkoB ycTpemumiics B 3TH ABEpU U yBHJal CTEKJISHHBIE OIPOMHBIE KJIETKH U
MHOTO O€JIOKYpBIX >KEHIIUH, OeraBmIMX Mex]1y HUMHU. KOpOTKOB OTKpBUI MEPBYIO CTEKISHHYIO
IIEPETOPOJIKY M YBHJEI 3a HEK KAKOro-TO 4YeJIOBEeKa B CMHEM KocTiome. OH Jekan Ha CTolie U
Beceno cMmesics B TenedoH. Bo BTOpom oTneneHun Ha CToJie OBLIO MOJHOE COOpaHWEe COUYMHEHUM
Hlennepa-MuxaiinoBa, a Bo3jae coOpaHHUs HEM3BECTHAs MOXKWIIAsl )KEHIIMHA B IUIATKE B3BELIMBaJa
Ha Becax CYIIEHYIO U IYPHO NaxHyIyto pbi0y. B Tperbem napuit qpoOHbIN HENpepbIBHBIN IPOXOT U
3BOHOYKM — TaM 3a ILIECThIO MAIIMHAMH IHCAM M CMESUIUCh IIECTh CBETIBIX, MEJIKO3YyObIX



KEHIIMH. 3a TOCIeOHEeH TIeperopoKoi OTKPHIBAIOCH OOJBIIOE MPOCTPAHCTBO C ITYXJIBIMU
KOJJOHHaMU. HEeBBIHOCUMBII TPECK MAIIMH CTOSUT B BO3/lyX€, U BUJHEIACh MACCA TOJIOB, — )KEHCKUX
U MYXXCKHX, HO KanbcoHepoBoii cpean HMX He ObLIO. 3alyTaBIIMCh M 3aBEPTEBIINCH, KOpOTKOB
OCTaHOBUJI MIEPBYIO NMONABIIYIOCS KEHIIKHY, TPOOETraBIIyIO C 3epKalIbLIEM B PYKax.

— He Bunenu nu Bol Kanbconepa?

Cepaue B KopoTkoBe ynano ot pagocTy, KOIr/ia )KeHIMHA OTBETUIIA, CJIeJaB OTPOMHBIE IJ1a3a:

— J1a, HO OH ceiuac ye3xaer. Jlorousiire ero.

KopoTkoB nmobexai yepe3 KOJOHHBIN 3a1 Tyza, KyJa eMy YKa3blBalia MaJleHbKast Oerasi pyka C
OnecTAIMMH KpacHBIMH HOTTsIMH. [TpockakaB 3ai, OH OUyTHIICS Ha Y3KOH M TEMHOBATON TUIOIIAIKE
U YBUJAJI OTKPBITYIO MacTh ocBemleHHoro judTa. Cepaue yuuio B Horu KopoTkoBy, — JOTHAII...
MacTh MPUHUMAJIA KBAAPATHYIO OACSUTbHYIO CIIMHY U YepHBIN OJecTAmid nopTQens.

— ToBapum Kanbconep, — npoxpuuan KopoTkoB u okoueHen. 3elieHble KPYTH B OOJIBIIOM
KOJIMYECTBE 3amphiraiu no riomaake. CeTka 3aKkpbula CTEKISHHYIO JIBEpb, JU(T TpOHYICS, U
KBaJpaTHasl CIIMHA, MOBEPHYBIIWCH, IMpEBpaTWiach B OOratelpckylo rpyab. Bce, Bce y3Han
KopoTkoB: u cepblil (peHY, U KenKy, U noprdenb, 1 U3IOMUHKU 11a3. 910 Obl1 Kambconep, HO
Kanbconep ¢ mmHHON acCUpHiCKO-TOGpUpOBaHHOW OOpOOH, HUCHAAABIICH HAa Tpyab. B Mo3ry
KopoTtkoBa HemenneHHO poauiiack MbIcib: «bopoaa BeIpocia, KOrjia OH €xajl Ha MOTOLMKIIETKE U
MOIHUMAJICS TIO JIECTHUIIE, — 4TO ke 3To Takoe?» U 3arem Bropas: «bopona danbiimBasi, — 3TO 4TO
xKe Takoe?»

A Kanbconep TeM BpeMeHEM Hadall IOTpy»,aThCs B ceTdaryro O0e3aHy. IlepBbIMU CKpBLINCH
HOTHU, 3aT€M HUBOT, OOpoaa, MOCIEAHUMU TIJIA3KHM U POT, BBIKPUKHYBIIUN HEKHbIE TEHOPOBBIE
CJIOBA:

— ITo3aH0, TOBapHIll, B ISATHUILY.

«["o510C TOXKE MPUBSA3HOI», — CTYKHYJIO B KOPOTKOBCKOM uepene. CeKyHIbl TPU MYUYUTEIbHO
ropesa rojioBa, Ho IOTOM, BCIIOMHUB, YTO HMKAaKOE€ KOJJOBCTBO HE JOJKHO OCTAHABIMBAThH €TO0,
YTO ocTaHOBKa — rubesnb, KopoTkoB aBuHyscs k nudTy. B ceTke mokazanack moJHUMArONIasCs Ha
KaHate Kposiisi. ToMHas KpacaBulla ¢ OJECTSAIIMMU KaMHSIMM B BOJIOCaxX BBIIIA M3-3a TPYOBI H,
HEXHO KOCHYBIIKCH pyku KopoTkoBa, cipocuia ero:

— VY Bac, ToBapuill, TOPOK cepana?

— Her, ox HeT, TOBapulll, — BBITOBOPUJI OLIEIOMIIEHHbI KOpOTKOB M marHyn K ceTke, — He
3a7€P>KUBANTE MEHS.

—Torna, ToBapumi, uaure k MBany ®uHOreHoBHYy, — CKaszaja I€YaJbHO KpacaBHIIa,
nperpaxaas KopotkoBy nopory k nudry.

— 51 He xouy! — makcuBo Bckpuuan Koporkos, — ToBapum! S cnenry. Uto BbI?

Ho »xeHmuHa octaiach HEMPEKJIOHHOW U MEYAIbHOM.

— Huuero He Mory chenarb, Bbl CaMH 3HAe€Te, — CKasajla OHa M IpUAEpKala 3a PYKY
Kopotkosa. JIudt ocraHoBuiCS, BBIILUIIOHYJ Ye€loBeKa ¢ MopTdenem, 3aKpbUICs CETKOW U OMSTh
yILEN BHU3.

— Ilyctute mens! — Busrnyn KopoTkoB u, BBIpBaB pyKy, C MPOKJISATHEM KUHYJCS BHU3 IO
nectHule. [IponereB mecTb MpaMOpHBIX Mapiieil ¥ 4yTh HEe YOUB BBICOKYIO MEPEKPECTHUBILIYIOCS
CTapyxy B HAKOJKE, OH OKa3aJICs BHU3Y BO3JIE OTPOMHOW HOBOM CTEKJIIHHOW CTEHBI MO HAJIIHUCHIO
BBEPXY CEpPeOPOM I10 CHUHEMY:

Je:xkypHble KJIacCHbIEe 1aMbl

Y BHU3Y NIEpOM I10 Oymare:

CnpasodHoe

Temubiili yxac oxBatui KoporkoBa. 3a creHoit sicHo MmenbkHyn Kanbconep. Kambconep



WCCHHS OpUTHIN, MpeXHUH U cTpamHblii. OH mporien coBceM 0in3ko oT KopoTkoBa, oTneneHHbIN
OT HETO JIMIIb TOHEHBKUM cj0eM cTekna. Crapasch HU O 4eM He Qymarb, KOpOTKOB KMHYJCS K
OnecTsIIel MeIHOU PYYKe U MOTPSIC €e, HO OHA HE T10/1aJ1ach.

CkpunHyB 3y0aMu, OH €I11€ pa3 pBaHyJl CUSIOLIYIO ME/b U TYT TOJIBKO B OTYASHUM pa3IiIsel
KPOXOTHYIO HaJIINCh:

«Kpyrowm, uepes 6-i moabe3mny.

Kanbconep MenbKkHYI U CTHHYJ B YEPHOM HUILIE 33 CTEKIOM.

—I'ne mecroit? I'me miectoit? — cinabo KpUKHYI OH KOMY-TO. [Ipoxoxue miapaxHyIuch.
Manenbkasi 60KOBas IBEph OTKPbLIACH, U U3 HEE BBILIEN JIIOCTPUHOBBIN CTAPUYOK B CHHUX OYKaX C
OTPOMHBIM CHHCKOM B pykax. [nssHyB Ha KopoTkoBa moBepX OYKOB, OH YIBIOHYJICS, MOXKEBAJ
ryoamu.

—Yro? Bce xoaure? — 3amaMkan oH, — el-bory, HampacHo. Bbl yx mociymaiite MeHs,
cTapuyka, OpocbTe. Bee paBHO s Bac yke BHIYEPKHYI. XHU-XH.

— Otkyzna BeruepkHyau? — ocrosndenen Koporkos.

— Xu. M3BecTHO OTKya, U3 cnuckoB. Kapangammkom — 4YUpK, U TOTOBO — XU-XU. — CTapuioK
CJIaJJOCTPACTHO 3aCMESIICSL.

—Ilo3... BonbTe... OTKy/a ke BbI MEHsI 3HaeTe?

— Xu. llyrauk Bel, Bacunuii [1aBioBuy.

— 51 — Bapdonomeit, — ckazan KopoTkoB u moTporai pykoil CBOW XOJNOIHBIM U CKOJb3KUN
100, — [TeTpoBu.

VYp10Kka Ha MUHYTY IOKHHYJIA JTUIO CTPALTHOTO CTapHUKa.

OH ycTaBWIICS B JJUCT U CyXUM HNAJIBYUKOM C JUITMHHBIM KOT'TEM IPOBEI 110 CTPOUKaM.

— Yo x BBI yTaeTe MeHs? Bot on — Kono6kos, B.I1.

— 51 — KopoTkoB, — HeTepnennBo KpUKHYJI KOpoTKOB.

— 5 u rosopro: KomnoOkoB, — obuzaencss crapudok. — A BoT u Kambconep. O6a Bmecte
nepeBeieHsl, a Ha MecTo Kanbconepa — UekymuH.

—Uro?.. — He MOMHS cebs OoT pagocTu, KpukHya KopoTkos. — KanbcoHepa BEIKUHYIIN?

— Touno Tak-c. JIeHb BCEero ycrnesn noynpasisiTh, U BBIIIHOIIN.

— boxe! — nukys BockinkHyn KopoTkoB, — s cniacen! Sl criacen! — u, He mOMHs ce0s, OH CxKajl
KOCTJISIBYIO KOTTUCTYIO pyKy crapuuka. ToT ynbeiOHyncsa. Ha mur pagocte KopoTrkoBa momepkia.
YT0-TO CTpaHHOE, 3JI0BEIIEE MENBKHYJIO B CHHUX IJIa3HBIX AbIpKax crapuka. CTpaHHa NoKa3anach U
ynbIOKa, oOHakaBmiasi cusble AecHbl. Ho Tortuac xe KopoTkoB oTOrHan oT cedsi HEempusiTHOE
YYBCTBO U 3aCyETHIICS.

— Crano 0bITh, MHE ceifuac B CriuMat Hy»HO Oexatb?

— O06s13aTeNbHO, — MOATBEPANI CTAPHUOK, — TYT U cka3aHo — B CrimMat. ToibKO 1MO3BOJIBTE
Ballly KHWKEUKY, S IOMETOUKY B HEH C/IeIat0 KapaH alInKoM.

KopoTkoB TOTYac mose3 B KapMmaH, MmoOjeqHelN, Mojie3 B JAPYroH, eme mylle MnodJieaHen,
XJIONMHYJA ce0sl 1Mo KapMaHaM OpIOK M C 3ariylleHHBIM BOIUIEM OpOCHIICS OOpaTHO IO JIECTHHIIE,
risaas cebe moa Horu. CTaNKMBasCh C JIIOJbMH, OTYasiHHBIN KopoTkoB B3jeTen 10 caMoro Bepxa,
XOTeJ YBUAETh KpACaBUIy C KaMHSMH, Y HEE€ YTO-TO CIPOCUTb, M YBHAAJ, YTO KpacaBHIla
MIpeBpaTUiIach B ypOAJIUBOTO, COIUTMBOIO MaIbUUIIKY.

— I'ony6uuk! — 6pocuiics k Hemy KopoTkoB, — OyMa>KHUK MOH, JKEJITHIH. . .

— HempaBza 310, — 37100HO OTBETUIT MaJIBUHINKA, — HE OpaJ s, BPYT OHHU.

— Jla HeT, MUJIBIH, S HE TO... HE THI... TOKYMEHTHI.

Manpuuiika mocMOTpe HCTIOTI00bS ¥ BAPYT 3apeBeil 0acoM.

— Ax, boxxe Moii! — B oTyastHuu Bckpuuan KopoTKoB 1 IOHecCs BHU3 K CTapUUKY.

Ho xorga on mpubexain, crapuuka yxe He 0but0. OH ncue3. KopoTKoB KHHYIICS K MaJICHBKOM
JBEpHU, pBaHyl1 pyuky. OHa oka3ayiace 3anepToi. B noiayTeMe naxjio 4yTb-4yTh CEPOM.



Mpeicnu  3akpyTwianch B ToioBe KoOpoTkoBa MeTenbio, M BBIIPBITHYJIA OJHA HOBas:
«Tpamgaii!» OH gACHO BAPYr BCIIOMHUJI, KaK >KaJId €ro Ha IUIOIIAJKE JBOE MOJOJBIX JIFOJEH, OAUH
W3 HUX XYJIEHbKUH C YEPHBIMH, CIIOBHO IPUKJICCHHBIMH, YCUKAMH.

— Ax, 6ema-To, BOT yxk Oeaa, — 6opmoTast KopoTkoB, — 3T0 yxk BceM Oeqam Oena.

On BBIOGKAT HA YIUILY, TPOOEXKAI €€ 10 KOHIIA, CBEPHYI B MEPEYIOK H OUYTHICS Y TIOIbe3/1a
HEOOJIBIIIOTO 3/IaHUS HETIPUATHON apXUTEKTYphl. Cephlil YeIoBEeK, KOCOM M MpayHBIA, IS/l HE HA
KopoTtkoBa, a Kyna-To B CTOpOHY, CIIPOCHIL:

— Kyna 1b1 ne3enb?

— 41, toBapum, Koporkos, B II3, y KOTOPOro TOJBKO 4YTO yKpalau AOKYMEHTHI... Bce 1o
€AUHOro... MeHs 3a0paTh MOTYT. ..

— W1 oueHb npocTo, — MOATBEPAMIT YEIOBEK HA KPBUIbIIE.

— Tak BOT 0O3BOJIBTE. ..

— ITymait KopoTkoB caMOIMYHO U IIPUJIET.

— Tak s xe, ToBapuil, KopoTkos.

— YocToBepeHue nail.

— YKpainu ero y MeHs TOJIbKO 4TO, — 3acTOHal KOpOTKOB, — yKpajyd, TOBapHIl, MOJIOAOU
YEJIOBEK C YyCUKaMHU.

—C ycukamu? Oto, ctamo ObiTh. Komobkos. becnpemenno on. OH B HamieM paiioHe
CHEIMUTBHO padoTaeT. Thl ero Teneph Mo YalHBIM HIITH.

—ToBapui, s He Mory, — 3amakan KopoTko, — mHe B CrnuMmar HyxHO K Kanbconepy.
[Iycture mens.

— Y I0CTOBEpPEHHUE J1aii, UTO YKPaJu.

— Ot xoro?

— OT moMoBOTO.

KopoTkoB moKuHYI KPBUIBIO U TOOEXKA 1O YITUIIE.

«B Cnumar uinu K JOMOBOMY? — IoJiyMal OH. — Y JIOMOBOTO IIpueM ¢ ytpa; B Cnumar, craio
OBITHY.

B 5T0 MraoBeHue yachl Jajgeko MpOOUIU YeThIpe pa3a Ha pbDKeW OalllHe, U TOTYaC M3 BCEX
nBepeit mobexanu moau ¢ noprdensiMu. HacTynmuimm cyMepKu, U peiKHid MOKpPBIH CHET HOMIeN C
Heba.

«To3aHo, — nogyman KopoTkoB, — 1OMOii».

6. NepBasa HOYb

B ymike 3amka Topuana 6enas 3anucka. B cymepkax KopoTkoB npounTain ee.

«loporoii cocen! S yezxaro k Mame B 3BeHHropoja. OCTaBIsit0O BaM B MOJApOK
BuHO. [lefiTe Ha 3MOPOBBE — €r0 HUKTO HE XO4eT NoKynaTth. OHU B yTIIy.
Bawa A.Ilaiikosa».

Koco ynpi6nyBmIncs, KopoTkoB mporpemen 3aMKoM, B IBaJIIIaTh PEMCOB MepeTaiui K cede B
KOMHATy Bc€ OYTBUIKH, CTOSIIIME B YIJIy KOpPUIOpaA, 3aXer JIaMIy M, Kak ObUI B KEMKEe U MajbTo,
noBajuics Ha KpoBaTh. Kak 3auapoBaHHBIM, OKOJO MOdy4yaca OH cMoTpen Ha noptper KpomBens,
paCTBopHIOHIHfICﬂ B T'YCTBIX CYMCpPKax, IMOTOM BCKOYMJI W BHC3AIIHO BIIAJ B KaKOU-TO IpuUuInagoK
OyitHoro xapaktepa. CopBaB KeNKy, OH IIBBIPHYJ €€ B YTrojd, OJHMM B3MaxoM COpOCHI Ha TOJ
IIaYKHU CO CIIMYKaMHM U HaYaJ TOIITAaTh UX HOTraMH.

—Bot! Bot! Bot! — mpoBs1 KopoTKkoB U ¢ XpycTOM AaBHJI YEpTOBBI KOPOOKH, CMYTHO
MeuTasl, 4YTO OH AaBUT rosioBy Kansconepa.

[Ipyn BocmoMuHaHUU 00 SHUIEBUIHOW TOJIOBE MOSBWIACH BAPYT MBICIAH O JHUIE OpPUTOM U
6opoaatoM, u TyT KopoTkoB ocTaHOBHIICS.



— Io3BoaibTE. .. KaK k€ 3TO Tak?.. — MPOLIENTA] OH U IIPOBEJ PYKOIl MO IJ1a3aM, — 3TO 4TO ke?
UYero e 3TO s CTOI0 M 3aHMMAIOCh MyCTSKaMU, KOrja BCe 3TO Y»KacHO. Beab He NBOMHOM K€ OH B
camoM zeine?

Crpax nomnons 4epe3 4epHble OKHAa B KOMHaTy, U KopoTkoB, crapasce HE IJIS€Th B HUX,
3aKkpplU1 UX mropamu. Ho ot 3toro He moseruano. J[BoitHoe nuio, To obpacras OOpozoid, TO
BHE3aIIHO OOpBIBAsACH, BBHIIUIBIBAJIO 10 BPEMEHAaM W3 YIJVIOB, CBEpKas 3€JIE€HOBATHIMU IJIa3aMH.
Hakonen, KopoTkoB He Bbliepxajl ¥, YyBCTBYS, YTO MO3I €0 XOYET TPECHYTb OT HaIPSDKEHUS,
TUXOHEYKO 3aIulaKall.

HannakaBimmch 1 nosryduB oOjerdeHue, OH Moejl BUepalrHei CKOJIb3KOH KapTOLIKU, MOTOM
OIIATh, BEPHYBIUUCH K IPOKJIATON 3arajke, HEMHOT'O IOIIIaKal.

— ITo3BoutbTe. .. — BAPYT MPOOOPMOTAIT OH, — YETO K€ 3TO S IJ1avy, KOT/1a y MEHS €CTh BUHO?

OH 3a1moM BBINWI IIOJI 4aWHOro crakaHa. Ciajgkas KUAKOCTb IOACHCTBOBAJIA 4epe3 IATh
MUHYT, — MYYHUTEJIBbHO 3a00JIeN JIeBBI BUCOK, M JKI'y4€ W TOIIHO 3aXOTEJIOCh MHUTh. BBIMUB Tpu
cTakaHa BoJibl, KopoTkoB OT 00sin B BHCKE cOBeplIeHHO 3a0bl1 KanbcoHepa, co CTOHOM cozpall ¢
ce0st BEpXHIOIO OJICK/y ¥, TOMHO 3aKaThIBas Iia3a, MOBAJIWICS Ha rnoctenb. «[lupaMuaony Obl...» —
LIENTAaJl OH J0JIT0, I0Ka MYTHBIN COH HE CHKAJIMJICS HaJl HUM.

7. OpraH u KoT

B 10 gacoB ytpa caenyromero 11 KOpoTKOB HACKOPO BCKHUIIATUI Yaid, OTIMI Oe3 ammeTura
YETBEPTh CTAKAHA M, YYBCTBYS, YTO IPEACTOUT TPYAHBIA, XJIONOTJIMBBIA JE€Hb, MOKUHYJ CBOIO
KOMHATy M Iepebekan B TyMaHe 4epe3 MOKphI acdanbToBblii ABop. Ha neepu Quurens Oblio
HanncaHo: «/lomoBoii ». Pyka KopoTkoBa yxe pOTsAHyJIach K KHOIIKE, KaK IJla3a ero IpOYUTaIN:

«ITo cayuaro cMepTH CBUACTEILCTBA HE BELIAIOTCS).

— Ax TbI, ['Oocmioan, — mocaaiuBo BOCKIMKHYIT KOpOTKOB, — 4TO k€ 3TO 3a HEyJayu Ha
Kaxaom mary. — M pgo6aBun: — Hy, Torma ¢ mokymentamu motom, a ceituac B Cnumar. Hago
pa3y3Hartb, Kak 1 4yTo. MoxeT, UeKylnH yKe BEpHYJICS.

[emkom, Tak KaKk Je€HbI'M Bce ObUIM yKpajaeHbl, KopoTkoB nobpancs no Cnumata u, Nponas
BECTUOMONIb, MPSMO HANpaBUJ CBOM CTONbl B KaHuensipuio. Ha mnopore KaHuensipuu OH
MPUOCTAHOBUJICS M MMPUOTKPBUI pOT. HU 0JJHOr0 3HAaKOMOTO JIMIA B XPYCTaJIbHOM 3aj1e He Obuto. Hu
Hpo3na, uu Auabl EBrpadoBHBI, CTIOBOM — HUKOTO. 3a CTOJaMH, HallOMHHas YK€ HE BOPOH Ha
IIPOBOJIOKE, @ TPEX COKOJOB Ajekces MmuxaiaoBuua, CHIAEIH TPU COBEPLUIEHHO OJMHAKOBBIX
OpuThIX OJOHOMHA B CBETJIO-CEPHIX KJIETYaThIX KOCTIOMAaX M OJIHA MOJOJas J>KEHIIMHA C
MeuTaTeJIbHBIMU IJIa3aMU U OpMIIMAHTOBBIMH CepbraMu B yIIax. Mosoble JI'ou He o0paTuiu Ha
KopoTkoBa HHMKakoro BHMMaHHS M NPOJOJDKAM CKPUIIETh B rpoccOyxax, a KeHIIHMHA clenana
KopotkoBy rnazku. Korzma ke OH B OTBET Ha 3TO pAcTepSHHO YJBIOHYJCS, Ta HaJIMEHHO
yIIBIOHYNACh U OTBEpHYach. «CTpaHHO», — mogyMan KopoTkoB u, 3alTHYBIIUCH O MOPOT, BBILIEN U3
KaHUEJApUHU. Y JBEpH B CBOIO KOMHATYy OH IOKoJieOasncs, B3IOXHYJ, IS/ Ha CTapyl0 MUIIYIO
Haanuch: «/lesonpousBoguTenb », OTKpbUl JABeph M Bomed. CBEeT HEMEJIEHHO IOMEPK B
KOPOTKOBCKMX TJla3aX, W IIOJ JIETOHEYKO KauyHyJCsA II0J HOraMu. 3a KOPOTKOBCKHM CTOJIOM,
pPacTOTBIPUB JIOKTH W OCIIEHO CTpoya MEpPOM, CHJIeT CBOEH coOcTBeHHOU mepcoHoi Kambconep.
I'odpupoBanHbie OiecTAIIME BOJIOCH 3aKpbIBAIN €ro Tpyidb. Jpixanue nepexsatuio y KopoTkosa,
MOKa OH TJISAEN Ha JaKUPOBAHHYIO JIBICHHY HaJl 3eJIeHbIM CyKHOM. KanbcoHep mepBblil HapyIIni
MOJIYaHHE.

—Yro BaM yrogHo, TOBApPHII? — BEKIUBO IIPOBOPKOBAJ OH (DAsIBIIETOM.

KopoTkoB cynopokHO 00JIM3HYN T'yObl, HaOpad B Y3KyIO Ipyab OoiblION KyO Bo3ayXa U
CKa3aJl 4yTh CJIBIIIHO:

— KxMm... 1, ToBapul, 3A€MIHUN 1€I0NPOU3BOAUTEND... TO €CTh... Hy Ja, €XelIU INOMHUTE



MpUKa3...

N3ymnenne W3MEHHMIIO PE3KO BEpXHIOI uacTh Juna Kamsconepa. Caeribie ero OpoBH
MIOTHSUTUCH, U JIO0 TIPEBPATHIICS B TAPMOHHKY.

— WI3BUHSAIOCH, — BEKIIMBO OTBETHJI OH, — 3/ICIIHUIN JEIONPOU3BOIUTEND — 5.

Bpemennas nemora nopasuina Koporkosa. Korja e oHa mpolia, OH cka3ajl Takue CJIoBa:

— A kak xe? Buepa TO ecth. AX, Hy na. M3BuHure, noxanyiicra. Brpodem, s cmyrai.
[Toxanyiicra.

OH 3a710M BbIIIET U3 KOMHATHI U B KOPUAOPE CKazall cebe XPHUILIO:

— KopoTkoB, npurnoMHu-Ka, Kakoe CEeroaHs Y1ciio?

U cam xe cebe oTBeTUI:

— BTopHuK, TO ecTh nsaTHULA. ThICA4Ya JEBATHCOT.

OH noBepHyJICA, U TOTYAC MEpPE] HUM BCIBIXHYJIM HA YEJIOBEYECKOM IIApe CIOHOBOW KOCTH
JIB€ KOPHJIOPHBIX JIAMITOUKH, ¥ OpuToe nio KanbcoHepa 3aciOHUII0 BECh MUD.

— Xopomio! — rpoxHyn1 Ta3, u cymopora cBeina KoporkoBa, — g xay Bac. Oriaumyno. Pan
MMO3HAKOMUTHCHI.

C >TumMu cnoBaMu OH NONOABUHYJICA K KOPOTKOBY M Tak MOXall eMy PyKY, 4TO TOT BCTAJl HA
OJIHY HOTY, CIIOBHO aWCT Ha KPBIIIIE.

— IlTar s pa3Bepcran, — OBICTPO, OTPHIBUCTO U Becko 3aroBopuil Kanbconep. — Tpoe tam, —
OH yKa3aJl Ha JBEpb B KaHLEISIPUIO, — U, KOHEYHO, MaHeuka. Bl — Mot nomomnuk. Kansconep —
nenonpousBoaurenb. Ilpexnux Bcex B merw. M mpmora Ilantenmerimona Ttakxke. Y MeHsA eCTh
CBEJICHHUs, UYTO OH OBUI JJakeeM B «AJBIUMCKON po3ew. S ceiiuac cOeraro B OT/AEN, a BbI IOKa
Hanummte ¢ KaibcoHepoM OTHOIIIEHHE HACYET BCEX MU B OCOOCHHOCTH HACUET 3TOTr0, KakK €ro...
Kopotkosa. KctaT: BBl HEMHOTO [TOX0KH Ha 3TOr0 Mep3aBla. ToJIbKO y TOTO Ija3 HoJ0UTHIN.

— 5. Her, — cka3zan KopoTkoB, Kadasch U C OTBHUCILEH YEIIOCThIO, — sl HE Mep3aBel. Y MEHs
YKpaiu Bce JOKyMEHTHIL. 1o equHoro.

— Bee? — Beikpuknyn Kansconep, — B3nop. Tem myunie.

OH BoiwiICs B pyKy TsKeEIO 3apiiiaBirero Koporkosa u, mpodexas 1o KOPHIOPY, BTAIIUI €ro
B 3aBETHBIH KaOMHET U OpOCHII Ha MyXJIBbIA KOXKaHBIM CTyIl, a caMm ycelncs 3a ctoil. KopoTkos, Bce
ellle YyBCTBYsI CTpaHHOE KosieOaHUE I0Jia MOJ HOraMH, ChEKWIICS U, 3aKpbIB IJ1a3a, 3a00pMoTall:
«/IBagmatoe ObUIO TOHENENBbHUK, 3HAYUT, BTOPHHK, IBaauaTh mnepBoe. Her. Uto s? JIBamuath
niepBbIil Toa. Mcxomsmmuit Ne0,15, mecto aiis moanucu tupe Bapdonomeir KopoTkoB. D10 3HAUHUT s1.
BropHuk, cpena, yeTBepr, nNATHUIA, Cy000Ta, BOCKpeceHbe, MoHenenbHUK. Y monenenpHuUK Ha [,
u naTHULa Ha I3, a BockpeceHbe. .. BCcKpecce. .. Ha O¢, Kak U cpefa...»

Kanbsconep ¢ TpeckoM pacuepkHyics Ha Oymare, XJIOMHYM MO HEH me4yaThio U TKHYNI emy. B
3TO MIHOBEHHUE SpOCTHO 3a3BOHMII TeneoH. Kanbconep yxBatuics 3a TpyOKy U 3a0pall B Hee:

— Ara! Tak. Tak. Cuto MUHYTY TIpHeny.

OH KUHYJCS K BEIIaJIKe, COpBaJl ¢ Hee (PypaxkKy, MPUKPBLT €0 JBICHHY U UCYE3 B JBEPSX C
MPOIIAJIBLHBIMU CIIOBAMM:

— Xnure mens y Kanbconepa.

Bce pemmtenbHO momyTtwiiock B riazax KopoTkoBa, Korga OH NHpoOdYesl HalKMCAaHHOE Ha
OyMaKKe CO IITaMIIOM:

«IIpeabsiBUTENb CETO CYTh JAEMUCTBUTEIBHO MOW MOMOIIHUK T.Bacunuii [1aBioBuu
Ko100K0B, 4TO AEHCTBUTENEHO BEPHO.
KaabCcoHepn.

— O-o0! — mpocronan KopoTkoB, poHsis Ha moa Oymary U ¢ypaxkky, — 4TO ke ITO TaKoe
nemnaercs’?

B sTy j)xe MUHYTY /1BEpb cliena BU3IINBO, U KanbcoHep BepHyscs B cBoel 6opoe.

— Kanbconep yxe yapan? — TOHEHbKO M JJaCKOBO cripocui oH y KopoTkoBa.

CBeT Kpyrom noryx.



— A-a-a-a... — B3BbUI, HE BBITEpPIIEB NBITKH, KOPOTKOB M, HE MOMHS ceOsl, MOJCKOYMI K
Kanbconepy, ockanmB 3yObl. Yikac m3oOpaswicsa Ha qmie KaabcoHepa 0 TOro, 4TO OHO Cpazy
IIO’KENTENO. 3a/10M HABAJIMBILIUCH Ha JIBEPb, OH C IPOXOTOM OTIIEp €€, IPOBATIMICI B KOPUIOD, HE
yEpKaBIINUCh, CEJl HA KOPTOUKH, HO TOTYAC BHIPSAMUIICS U Opocuiics 6exXaTh ¢ KPUKOM:

— Kypoep! Kypsep! Ha nomons!

— Croitte. Croiite. Sl Bac mpolly, TOBapull... — ONOMHUBIIKCH, BBIKPUKHYJI KOpPOTKOB U
OpocHIICS BCIEI.

UYro-To 3arpemenio B KaHIIENSPHH, U COKOJbl BCKOYWIM, KaK MO KoMmaHjae. MedrareiabHbIe
IJ1a3a )KEHIIWHBI B3METHYJIMCh Y MAIIUHBIL.

— Bynyt cTtpensate. Bynyt crpensite! — mpoHeccs €€ UCTEPUUYECKUIN KPUK.

Kanbconep Bckoumsl B BeCTHOIOJIb HA IUIOMIAJKY C OPraHOM MEPBBIM, CEKYHAY MOKoJedancs,
Kyaa Oexarb, pBaHyJCA U, KPYTO Cpe3aB Yroi, ucues3 3a opraHoMm. KopoTkoB Opocuics 3a HUM,
MOCKOJIB3HYJICS U, HAaBEPHO, pa30omi Obl cebe ToIoBy O Iepuiia, eciau Obl He OrpOMHas KpuBas U
YyepHasi py4ka, Topyaiias u3 keiaroro 6oka. OHa MmoaxBaTuIIa MOy KOPOTKOBCKOTO MaJIbTO, THUJION
IIEBHOT C THXUM IUCKOM pacrnoi3cs, 1 KOpoTKOB MSTKO Cell Ha XOJOAHBINA 1oj. [IBepsr OOKOBOTO
X0/1a 32 OPraHOM CO 3BOHOM 3axJIonHyJnack 3a Kansconepom.

— boxe... — Hagan KOpOTKOB ¥ HE KOHYMIL.

B rpanano3HOM SIIMKE C 3albUICHHBIMH MEIHBIMU TPyOaMU IMOCIHBIIIAJCS CTPAHHBIN 3BYK,
Kak OyATO JIONHYJ CTaKaH, 3aTeM IbUIbHOE, yTPOOHOE BOpYaHHE, CTPAHHBIA XPOMATHUECKHI MUCK
U yaap KoJoKosoB. [IoToM 3ByuYHBIN Ma)KOPHBIM akkopi, OOapsIias MOJHOKPOBHAS CTPYs U BeCh
KENTHIN TPEXBAPYCHBIN SAMIMK 3aUTPaJI, IEPECHINas BHYTPH 3AJICKH 3aCTOSIBILIETOCS 3BYKa:

[IIymen, rpemen moxap MOCKOBCKHH. ..

B yepHoM KkBaapaTe IBepu BHE3aIHO NOSIBIWIIOCH OjenHoe juno Ilanteneiimona. Mur, u ¢
HUM npousouuia Meramopdosza. I'masku ero 3acBepkaiu MoOeAHBIM OJECKOM, OH BBITSHYJICH,
XJIECTHYJI TIPaBO pyKOH 4epe3 JIEBYIO, KaK OyATO MEPEKUHYN HEBUAMMYIO cal(eTKy, COPBAIICS C
MecTa U OOKOM, KOCO, KaK MPUCTSKHAsSL, TOKATHII 110 JIECTHUIIE, OKPYTJIMB PYKH TaK, CIOBHO B HUX
OBLT IOJTHOC C YaITKaMH.

JbI-bIM paccTuiaics mo pexe-e.

—Yro s Hagenan? — yxacHyics KopoTkos.
MaiuHa, NpoOBEpHYB IMEpPBbIE 3aCTOSIBUIMECS BOJIHBI, IOLLIA POBHO, THICSYETOJIOBBIM,
JIbBUHBIM PE€BOM W 3BOHOM HAIIOJHAA ITYCTBIHHBIC 3aJ1bI CrumMmara.

A Ha cTeHax BOPOT KPECMJICBCKHX. ..

CkBO3b BOH M TpOXOT M KOJIOKOJIa MPOPBAJCS CUTHAJI aBTOMOOWIs, U ToT4ac KanbcoHep
BO3BpaTWics 4yepe3 IIaBHbIN BXoJ, — KanbcoHep OpHUTHIM, MCTUTENBHBIN U TpO3HBINA. B 310Bemem
CMHEBAaTOM CHSHUM OH IUIaBHO CTajl IOJHMMAThCSA MO JecTHule. Bosockl 3ameBenwinch Ha
KopoTkoBe, 1, B3BUBIINCH, OH Yepe3 OOKOBBIE IBEPH 110 KPUBOM JIECTHUIIE 32 OPTraHOM BbIOEKal Ha
yCestHHBIN 1IeOHeM JBOp, a 3aTeM Ha ynuiy. Kak Ha yroHke mojeTes OH MO yJHMLE, Ciyllas, KakK
BCJIENl EMY INIYXO POKOTAJIO 3aHue «AJIBIINNACKON PO3bI»:

CTOsT OH B CEpPOM CIOPTYKE. ..

Ha yriy n3Bo3umnk, B3MaxuBas KHyTOM, O€IIIEHO PBAJ KIIAYY C MECTA.

—T'ocriogu! IN'ociou! — 6ypHo 3apeinan Kopotkos, — onsite oH! [la uto xe 310?

Kansconep 60poaTeiii BBIPOC U3 MOCTOBOM BO3JIE MPOJIETKH, BCKOYWII B HEE U Havaj JIYIMUTh
M3BO3YHMKA B CIIMHY, TPUTOBAPUBAst TOHEHBKUM TOJIOCOM

—I'onn! I'onn, Heropgsii!



Knsua pBanyna, crana jsrarb HOraMu, 3aT€M IOJ JKTYYMMHU yJapaMH KHYyTa ITOHECJAch,
HaIMoJIHUB O3KHUMaXHBIM TpoxoToM ymuiy. CkBo3b OypHble cie3sl KopoTkoB Bumen, Kak
JAKMpPOBaHHAs WUIANA CJETENa y W3BO3YMKA, a W3-T0J HEE pasJIeTeNUCh B Pa3HbIE CTOPOHBI
BBIOIIMECS JIEHEXHble OyMaXku. ManbuulIKd €O CBHUCTOM IOTHAINCh 3a HUMH. M3BO3uuK,
00EpHYBIUCH, B OTYASIHUM HATSHYJ BOXOKH, HO KanbcoHep OelieHo Havyal Ty3UTh €r0 B CIHHY C
BOILJIEM:

— E3xait! E3xait! § 3amnauy.

N3B034uK, BBIKDUKHYB OTYasSIHHO:

— DX, Balle 370pOBbe, NOrndaTh, YTO JIU? — IYCTHJI KIIS1Yy KapbepoM, U BCE UCUE3JIO 32 YIJIOM.

Prinas, KopoTkoB risiHyn Ha cepoe He0O, ObICTpO Hecyleecsl HaJ TOJIOBOM, MolaTalics U
3aKpuy4ai 00JE3HEHHO:

— JloBosibHO. S Tak He ocTaBiio! S ero pazbAcHIO.

OH npeIrHya U OpULIEnnIcs K ayre Tpamsas. Jlyra nomarana ero MUHYT ISTh U cOpocuia y
NEBATUATAKHOTO 3€JeHOro 3aaHusa. BOexaB B BecTuOi0iab, KOpOTKOB NHpPOCYHYN TOJIOBY B
YETBIPEXYT0JIbHOE OTBEPCTUE B JEPEBIHHOMN 3arOPOJKE U CIPOCHUII y TPOMAIHOTO CUHETO YallHUKA!

— I'me 6r0po mpeTreH3uii, ToBapuII?

— 8-t araxk, 9-ii kopwmop, kBaptupa 41-s, komuHara 302, — OTBETHJ YaWHUK >KCHCKHM
TOJIOCOM.

— 8-#, 9-#, 41-s, TpuCTa... TPUCTA... CKOJIBKO OWIIb... 302, — Gopmoran KopoTkos, B3Oeras
10 IIMPOKOH JecTHHIlE. — 8-i, 9-#, 8-#, crom, 40... Her, 42... HeT, 302, — MbIUan oH, — ax. boxe,
3a0bL1... 1a 40-51, COpoKOBa. . .

B 8-M sTaxke oH MUHOBAJ TPH JBEPU, YBUIAI HA YETBEPTOW uepHyto 1udpy «40» 1 BomIen B
HEOOBSTHBINA IBYXCBETHBIHN 3aJ1 C KOJOHHaMH. B yriiax ero jeaiu KaTylKd pyJOHHOW Oymaru, u
BECh MOJ OBLI yCesH HMCIHCAHHBIMH OYMa)KHBIMU OOpBIBKaMU. B oTjalieHMn Masyui CTOJHK C
MAaIIMHKOM, U 30JI0THUCTAs KEHILMHA, TUXO MYypJIbl4ya IIECEHKY, OJIEPEB IIEKY KyJIaKoM, CUJeNa 3a
HUM. PacrepsiHHO orysiHyBIIMCh, KOPOTKOB yBHIEN, KAaK € 3CTPajbl 32 KOJIOHHAMU COILLIA, TSKEIIO0
cTynasi, MacCHBHasi (PUTypa MY>XYHHBI B OestoM KyHTyIe. CeoBaThie OTBUCIINE YChl BUIAHEITUCH HA
€ro MpaMOpHOM Jiulie. MyXurHa, yabpi0asich HEOOBIKHOBEHHO BEXIIMBOM, 0€3)KU3HEHHOM, TUTICOBOI
yIbIOKO#, Tostomen K KopoTKoBy, HEKHO MO €My PYKY U MOJIBHII, IIEJIKHYB KaOJIyKaMu:

— Sln Cobecckuit.

— He MoxeT ObITh... — OTBeTUII opakeHHbIH KopoTKoB.

My>X4nHa NPUATHO YJIBIOHYICS.

— IlpencraBpTe, MHOTHE U3YMIISIIOTCS, — 3aTOBOPUJI OH C HEMPABWIBHBIMHU YAAPEHUSIMU, — HO
Bbl HE MMOJAyMaiTe, TOBAPHIL, YTO S UMEI0 uTO-1100 oduiee ¢ 3TuM OGanguToM. O Her. ['opbkoe
coBMmajieHue, Oosple HUYero. S yxe mogain 3asBiieHue 00 YTBEP)KJIEHUU MOEH HOBOW (haMUIMU —
ConBocckuil. IT0 ropaszio KpacuBee U He Tak onacHo. Bripouewm, eciin BaM HENPUATHO, — MYXXYHHA
0o0MTYMBO CKPUBUII POT, — S HE HaBsI3bIBalOCh. MBI Beera Haiem monei. Hac unryr.

— ITomunyiiTe, 4T0 BBI, — OOJIE3HEHHO BBIKpUKHYT KOpOTKOB, 4YyBCTBYsA, UYTO U TYT
HAa4YMHAETCS YTO-TO CTPaHHOE, KaK U Be3ze. OH OTJISHYJICS TPAaBJIEHBIM B30pOM, 00SCh, YTO OTKYa-
HUOY/Ib BBHIHBIPHET OPUTHIN JIMK M JIBICHHA-CKOPJIYIA, & MOTOM J100aBUJI CYKOHHBIM SI3bIKOM: — S
OYeHb paJ, J1a, OYEHb...

IlecTpbiii pyMsiHEL 4yTh NPOCTYNWJI Ha MPaMOPHOM 4YEJIOBEKE; HESICHO IOAHHUMAs PYyKY
KopoTkoBa, OH MOBJIEK €ro K CTOJIMKY, IPUTOBAPUBASL:

— W s ouens paa. Ho BoT Gena, BooOpasute: MHE Jlake HerJe Bac mocaiautb. Hac nepxar B
3aroHe, HECMOTPS Ha BCE Halle 3HaueHHe (MYXXYMHA MaxHyJ pyKOH Ha KaTylKu OyMmarwu).
Wnutpuru... Ho-o, Mbl pa3BepHemcsi, He OecrnokoiiTech... I'M... Uem e Bbl mopajayere Hac
HOBEHBKHMM? — JIaCKOBO cIpocuil OH y OseaHoro KoporkoBa. — AX aa, BUHOBAT, BUHOBAT ThICAUY
pa3, MO3BOJbTE BAac MO3HAKOMHUTBH, — OH H3ALIHO MaxHyN Oeyloil pykod B CTOPOHY MAaIIMHKH, —
I'enpuerra [Toranmosua [lepcumpanc.

XKenmuua TOTHac K€ MoXkaja XOJOIHOM pykoill pyky KopoTkoBa M mocMoTpena Ha HETo
TOMHO.

— Utak, — ciagko npoaosrKail X0341H, — 4YeM ke Bbl Hac nopanyere? ®denberoH? Ouepkn? —



3aKaTHB OeJble TIa3a, MPOTAHYI OH. — BBl He MOkeTe cebe MPeACTaBUTh, 10 YeT0 OHU HY)KHBI HaM.

«Illapuma HebGecHas... 4TO 3TO Takoe?» — TyMaHHO moayman KopoTKoB, MOTOM 3aroBOpHII,
CYJIOPOKHO MEPEBOAS yX:

— V¥ MeH4... 3... npouszonuio yxkacHoe. OH... S He noHuMaro. Bel He mogymaiite, panu bora,
YTO 3TO FajuIIOLMHALKM... KXM... Xa-kxa... (KopoTkoB nomnsITancs UCKYCCTBEHHO 3aCMEATHCS, HO
9TO HE BHIUIO Y HEero.) OH )UBOW. YBEpSIO Bac... HO sl HUUEro HE MOWMY, TO C 00pOJIoi, a yepes
MUHYTY 0e3 Oopossl. S mpsiMo HE MOHUMAIO... M rooc MEHSET. .. KpOMe TOro, Yy MEHS YKpalii Bce
JOKYMEHTBI 10 €JMHOT0, a IOMOBOM, Kak Ha rpex, ymep. 1ot Kansconep...

— Tax s 1 3HaJ1, — BCKpUYaJl X034UH, — 3TO OHU?

— Ax, boxke Moii, Hy, KOHEYHO, — OTO3BaJIaCh KEHILMHA, — aX, ATH yKacHble KabcoHepsl.

— Bl 3Haere, — mepeOui X03fMH B3BOJIHOBAaHHO, — 5l M3-32 HEro CHXXy Ha moiy. Bort-c,
nonmoOyitech. Hy 49ro oH moHuMMaer B >KypHanuctuke?.. — Xo3suH yxBatuia KopoTkoBa 3a
nyroBunly. — bByabpre 100psI, CKaxuTe, YTO OH oHUMaeT? J{Ba AHS OH MPOOBLI 3/1ECh U COBEPILICHHO
MeHs 3amyumi. Ho, nmpezacrasbte, cuactbe. S e3nun k @epopy BacunbeBuuy, v TOT HaKOHEL yOpas
ero. S moctaBmi Bompoc ocTpo: sl WK oH. Ero nepesenu B kakoil-ro CniMMar WM 4epT €ro 3HAET
eme kyaa. Ilycte Bonsier Tam stumu cnmukamu! Ho meGenb, mMebens OH ycren nepenarb B 3TO
npokisatoe 0ropo. Bero. He yrogno nu? Ha yewm s1, mo3BoibTe y3HATH, Oyny nucath? Ha yem Oymere
nucath Bbl? 160 s He cOMHEBalOCh, YTO BBl OyJeTe Hall, TOoporoil (xo3smH obHsm KopoTkoBa).
[Ipekpachyto atnacHyro medensb JIyn Katops 3ToT mpoxBocT 6€30TBETCTBEHHBIM IPUEMOM CIIMXHYIT
B 3TO Jypalkoe 00po, KOTOPOE 3aBTpa BCE PaBHO 3aKPOIOT K YEPTOBOM MaTepHu.

— Kakoe 0ropo? — riryxo cripocun KopoTkos.

— AX, 1a 9TH MPETEH3UHU WX KaK UX TaM, — C JOCAJ0M CKa3aJl XO35H1H.

— Kak? — kpuxnyn Koporkos. — Kak? ['ne ono?

— Tam, — U3yMJICHHO OTBETUJI XO3MH U TKHYJ PYKOU B MOJ.

KopoTkoB B mocieqHuil pa3 okuHya O€3yMHBIMHU IJ1a3aMH O€JbIil KYHTYLI U 4Yepe3 MUHYTY
okaszazcs B Kopuuaope. [logymaB HEMHOT0, OH TOJIETENl HAJIEBO, MIIA JIECTHUIIBI BHU3. MUHYT MATh
oH OexxaJ, cienysl IPUXOTIMBBIM U3rH0aM KOpUAOpa, U Yepes3 MATh MUHYT OKazajics y TOrO MecTa,
oTkyza BeiOexan. /[Beps No40.

— Ax, uept! — axnyn KopotkoB, noronrasncs u nodexai BIpaBo U 4epe3 5 MUHYT ONSATh ObLI
taM jxe. Ne4(0. PranyB nBepb, KopoTkoB BOexkan B 3ain W ybemuscs, yTo TOT omycten. Jlumb
MalimHKa 0€3MOJIBHO yiblOanach OenbiMu 3y0amu Ha crosie. KopoTkoB mom0exan K KOJOHHAAE U
TYT yBUAAT X03siHA. TOT CTOSAN Ha MbeaecTale yxe 06e3 yIbIOKH, ¢ 0OMKEHHBIM JTUIOM.

— V3BuHUTE, YTO 5 HE Mmompouiancs... — Hadaj O0buto KopoTkoB u cMoiik. X035UH cTOs1 0e3
yXa U HOCa, 1 JieBas pyka y Hero Oblia oTiomana. [lsatsicek u xonones, KopoTkoB BbiOekan onarh B
kopunop. HezamerHas notaiiHast ABepb HAIIPOTUB BAPYT OTKPHUIACH, U U3 HEE BBILILIA CMOPILIEHHAS
KopHuHeBas 6aba ¢ MyCThIMH BeI[paMH Ha KOPOMBICTIE.

— baba! ba6a! — TpeBoxkno 3akpudan Kopotkos, — rae 0ropo?

— He 3Haro, 6atromika, He 3HaK, KOPMUJIEI], — OTBETHIA 6aba, — 1a Thl He Oeraif, MIUJICHbKHH,
BCE OJHO He Haiinemsb. Pa3Be MBICIIMMO — JIECSITE DTAXKOB.

— V-y... I-aypa, — CTUCHYB 3yObl, peIkHYT KopoTKoB 1 Opocusics B 1Bepb. OHA 3aXJI0MHYIACH
3a HUM, U KOpOTKOB OKa3aJics B TYIIOM MOJYTEMHOM MPOCTpaHCTBE Oe3 BbIxojaa. bpocasch B cTeHbI
Y 1[apanasch, Kak 3achbllIaHHBIN B [IIaXTE, OH HAKOHEIl HaBaJIWICSA Ha OeNoe MATHO, U OHO BBIMYCTHIIO
€ro Ha KaKyo-To JiectHuly. JlpobHo ctyda, oH nodesxan BHU3. [1laru nmocnplmanich eMy HaBCTpedy
can3y. TocknuBoe OecriokoiicTBO cikano cepane KopoTkoBa, M OH cTaj ocTaHaBiuBarhes. Ele
MUT, — U TIOKa3anack onectsamas pypaxka, MEIbKHYIIO cepoe OJIesyio U aiuHHas 6opoaa. KopoTkos
KauHyJCS M BIENWIcs B mepuiia pykamu. OIHOBPEMEHHO CKPECTHIIMCHh B30pbI, U 00a 3aBBUIN
TOHKMMHU TojiocaMu cTpaxa u 6onu. KopoTkoB 3a70M cTall oTcTynarh BBepX, KanbcoHnep nonstuics
BHU3, MTOJIHBIN HEU3OBIBHOTO yKaca.

— Ilocroiite, — mpoxpumnen KopoTkoB, — MUHYTKY. .. BbI TOJIbKO OOBSCHUTE. ..

— Cnacute! — 3apeBen KamnbcoHep, MeHsiss TOHKHU TOJIOC Ha TEPBBIM CBOM MeIHBIN Oac.
OCTYynuUBIIUCH, OH C TPOMOM YIaj BHU3 3aTBUIKOM: yJap He mpoiuen eMy japoM. OOepHYBIIUCH B
4epHOTo KoTa ¢ (hochOpHBIMH TTIa3aMHU, OH BBUIETEN 00paTHO, CTPEMUTENBHO U 0apXaTHO MepPeceK



TUIOMIA/IKY, CXKAJICS B KOMOK U, IMIPBITHYB HA TOJJOKOHHHK, MCYe3 B pa3OMTOM CTEKJIEC U MayTHUHE.
benas meneHa Ha MUTr 3aBOJIOKJIAa KOPOTKOBCKMH MO3T, HO TOTYac CBAJIWJIACh, U HACTYIHIIO
HEOOBIKHOBEHHOE MIPOSICHEHUE.

— Tenepb Bce MOHATHO, — npoientail KopoTKkoB U TUXOHBKO paccMesuics, — ara, noHsui. Bor
ono uto. Kotei! Bece mousarao. KoTsl.

OH Hayan cMmesiTbCs BCE TpoMue, rpoMue, MOKa BCS JIECTHHUIA HE HANOJHWIACH TYJIKUMH
packaramu.

8. Btopast Houb

B cymepku ToBapumny KopoTkoB, cuas Ha OallkOBOW KpOBaTH, BHIMHI TPpH OYTHUIKM BHHA,
4TOObI BCE 3a0bITh U YCIIOKOUTHCS. I'0sl0Ba Tenepb y Hero Oosesna BCs: MPaBbIil U JIEBBIM BUCOK,
3aThUIOK U Jlaxe BeKu. JIerkas MyTh NOJHHMMAanach CO JHA JKEIyJKa, XOJAujaa BHYTPH BOJIHAMU, U
1Ba pa3a ToB. KopoTkoBa pBajo B Ta3.

— 5 Bor Tak cpenaio, — cmabo mientan KoOpoTKOB, CBECHB BHHU3 TOJIOBY, — 3aBTpa S
IocTaparoch He BcTpeuaTbes ¢ HUM. Ho Tak kak OH BepTUTCS BCroAy, TO s nepexny. [lepexny: B
nepeynoyke wiv B Tynuuke. OH cebe MUMO U IPORAET. A eciii OH TOTOHUTCS 3a MHOM, s yoery. OH
u orcraner. au cebe, moi, cBoeit noporoit. 1 s yx Oonbiie He xouy B Cnumar. bor ¢ T060il.
Cayxu ceOe 1 3aBelyIOIIHUM U JEJIONPOU3BOAUTEIEM, U TPaMBalHbBIX JIeHET 5 He Xouy. O0oiinych 1
6e3 Hux. ToNBKO ThHI YK MEHs, MOXKaIYyHCTa, OCTaBb B Nokoe. KOT Thl miu He KOT, ¢ 60poJoi UK
6e3 6opojsl, — Tl caM 1o cebe, st cam 1o cebe. S cebe npyroe MecTeuyko Halay M Oyay CIIY>KUTh
TUX0 U MupHO. Hu g HUKOrO He Tporaro, HU MeHsl HUKTo. U mpereH3uil Ha Te0s1 HUKAKUX 110/1aBaTh
He Oyay. 3aBTpa TOJIBKO BBIIIPABIIIO ce0€ TOKYMEHTHI — U I1a0ar. ..

B ormanenun riyxo Hayanu OuTh yacel. bam... Oam... «9t1o0 y IlecTpyXxuHbIX», — mogyMail
KopotkoB u ctan cuutats. JlecsaTs... oMMHHAANUATG. .. MOAHOYb. 13, 14, 15... 40...

— Copok pa3 npoOwiIn YacuKH, — TOpPbKO ycMexHyncsa KopoTkoe, a HOTOM OISATh 3arliaxal.
[ToTom ero omsTh CyI0POKHO U TSHKKO CTOIIHUIIO IIEPKOBHBIM BHHOM.

— Kpenkoe, ox kpernkoe BUHO, — BEITOBOPHI KOPOTKOB M CO CTOHOM OTKHHYJICS Ha MOAYIIKY.
[Ipouwio yaca Ba, M HEMOTYILIEHHA JIaMIla OCBelllaja OJeHOe JINIIO0 Ha MOIYLIKE U pacTperaHHble
BOJIOCHI.

9. MawunHHas XyTb

Ocennuii JeHb BCTpeTsT TOB.KOpOTKOBa pacIuibIBYaTO M CTPaHHO. BOsS3MMBO 03Mpasch HA
JIECTHHIIE, OH B30Opaics Ha 8-l 3Tax, MOBEPHYN HAOOyM HalpaBO MU PAJOCTHO B3JIPOTHYI.
HapucoBannas pyka ykaspiBaia emy Ha Haamuch «Komuarer 302-349 ». Cienys mnanbily
CHACUTETBHOU PYKH, OH 100pascs 10 IBEPH C HAIAMUCHIO

302 — Bropo npeTten3uii

OcTopoXHO 3aryisiHYB B Hee, YTOObI HE CTOJIKHYThCS C KeM He Hano, KopoTkoB Bomien u
OUYTHUJICS TIEPE] CEMbIO JKEHIIMHAMM 3a MamMHKaMmu. [lokone0aBIIMCh, HEMHOTO, OH TMOJOIIEN K
KpailHeW — CMyTJIOH M MaTOBOM, MOKJIOHWJICS W XOTEI YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO OpIOHETKAa BIPYT
nepebuia ero. B3opsl Bcex sKeHIINH yeTpeMutnch Ha KopoTkosa.

— Brliinem B Kopuziop, — pe3K0 cKazajia MaToBas U CYJIOPOKHO MOIMpaBuia MPUYECKY.

«boxe MOH, OMsTh, ONATh YTO-TO...» — TOCKIIUBO MENbKHYJO0 B ronoBe Koporkosa. Tskeno
B3/I0XHYB, OH MOBUHOBAJICS. [1lecTh OCTaBIIMXCSA B3BOJIHOBAHHO 3AIIYIITYKAJIN BCIIEI.

Bbpronetka BriBena KopoTkoBa U B OJIyThbME ITyCTOTO KOPUIOpa CKazana:

— BbI ykacHbl... M3-3a Bac s He cnajia BCIO HOYb W pelwiack. byabs no-pamemy. S otnamcs
BaM.

KopoTkoB mocMoTpesn Ha CMyrjioe C¢ OrpOMHBIMM TJIa3aMH JIMIO, OT KOTOPOIro NaxJio



JIAHJBIIIEM, U3JaJ1 KAKOM-TO TOPTaHHBIM 3BYK M HUYETO HE CKa3al. bploHETKa 3akuHysa rOJIOBY,
CTpa/lalbueCcKy OCKauia 3yObl, cxBaTuiaa pyku KopoTkoBa, mpuTsHya ero k cede u 3amenTana:

—UYT0 X THI MOJYHIIB, COONA3HUTENL? Thl MOKOPHI MEHSI CBOCKO XpaOpOCThIO, MOU 3MHIA.
[enyit xe MeHs, eIy cKkopee, TOKa HET HUKOTO U3 KOHTPOJIbHOW KOMUCCHH.

OnsaTe cTpaHHBIM 3BYK BbUIeTEN K30 pra KoporkoBa. OH momIaTHYJCS, OLIYTUI Ha CBOUX
ry0ax 4To-TO CJIQJIKOE U MATKOE, 1 OTPOMHBIE 3payKu OKa3aJIUCh y caMbIxX ri1a3 KopoTkoBa.

— Sl ormamcs tebe. .. — menHyno y camoro pra KopoTtkona.

— MHe He Hazlo, — CUIUIO OTBETUII OH, — Y MEHS YKPaJu JOKYMEHTBHI.

— Tak-c, — BAPYT pa3ganoch c3aau.

KopoTkoB 00epHyJICs U yBHIAM JTFOCTPUHOBOTO CTapUyKa.

— A-ax! — BCKpHUKHYIa OpIOHETKA M, 3aKPBIB JINLIO PYKaMu, yoexalia B 1BEpb.

— Xu, — cKazai ctapudok, — 310poBo. Kyna Hu npuzaenis, Bbl, rocnogud Konookos. Hy u xBat
ke Bbl. J[a 4TO Tam, Lielyi He LeNNyH, He BbILEIyeTe KOMaHIUPOBKY. MHe, CTapuuKy, Jajld, MHE U
exarb. Bot uto-c.

C sTMu ciioBamMu OH nokaszajl KopoTKoBY CyXeHbKUI MaJIEHbKMNA LIHILL.

— A 3asBIEHbUIIE S HA Bac 10JaM, — 3JI00HO NMPOJOJDKaN JKOCTPUH, — Jla-c. Pactiauimu tpex B
[JIaBHOM OT/€Jie, TeNepb, CTalo ObITh, 10 MOAOTAENOB JoOupaerech? UTO MX aHIeIOYKU Terephb
IUIa4YyyT, 3TO BaM Bce paBHO? ['OproloT OHM Temepb, OelHbIE NE€BOYKH, Ja ay, Mmo3gHo-c. He
BOPOTHIIB JIeBUUYbel yecTu. He BopoTus.

Crapu4ok BbITAIIMA OOJNBLIIOW HOCOBOHM IUIATOK C OpAaHXEBBIMU OyKeTaMH, 3aIulakail U
3aCMOpKaJICS.

— W3 pyk crapuuka nogbeMHblEe KPOXHU XKejlaeTe BblApaTh; rocnoaud Komobkos? YUro x... —
Crapudok 3arpsiccsi U 3apblias, ypoHUI noptdens. — bepute, kymaiite. [lymaii GecnapTHHHBIM,
COUYBCTBYIOIIMM CTapu4yoK C rojony nomupaer... Ilymai, mon. Tyma emy u nmopora, crapoi
cobake. Hy, tompko momomuute, rocmnoanH KoimoOKoOB, — rojoc cTapuyuka CTal MPOpPOYeCcKU
I'PO3HBIM M HAJIWICS KOJIOKOJIAMH, — HE ITOMYT OHU BaM BIIPOK, IEHEXKHU 3TH caTaHuHckue. Konom
B IOpJI€ OHM Y Bac CTaHyT, — U CTAPUUOK PA3JIUIICS B OyIHBIX pbIIaHUSAX.

Hcrepuka oBnajena KopoTKOBbIM; BHE3AITHO W HEOXKUIAHHO Ul caMoro ce0s OoH ApoOHO
3aTOIAIl HOTAMH.

— K uepToBoii marepu! — TOHKO 3aKpuyai OH, U €ro OOJILHOMN rojioc pazHeccs Mo cBogam. — 51
He Konmobkos. Otness ot Mens! He Konobkog. He eny! He eny!

OH Hayan pBaTh Ha ce0€ BOPOTHHUOK.

CrapruoKk MIHOBEHHO BBICOX, OT y»Kaca 3aJposKall.

— Cnenyrommii! — xapkHyna aBepb. KOpOTKOB CMOJNK M KHMHYJICA B HEE, CBEpHYB BIEBO,
MUHOBaB MAIIMHKH, U OYYTHJICA IEpel POCIbIM, H3SIIHBIM OJOHIUHOM B CHHEM KOCTIOME.
brnonnnH xuBHYNn KOpoTKOBY rosioBoil U cka3zai:

— Ilokopoue, ToBapuil. Pazom. B nBa cuera. [lontasa unu Upkyrck?

— JIOKyMEHTBI yKpaji, — JIHUKO O3Mpasich, OTBETUI pacTep3aHHbli KopoTkoB, — M KOT
nosiswica. He nmeer npaBa. Sl HUKOrza B )KM3HU HE apaiics, 3TO cnudku. IIpecienoBats He nMeer
npasa. Sl He mocMoTpro, uTo oH Kanbconep. ¥V mMens ykpamnu zo...

— Hy, 3T0 B310p, — OTBETUJI CUHUH, — OOMYHAMPOBAHUE 1a UM, U pyOaxu, U npocTeiHu. Ecin
B UpKkyTCK, Tak Aake U moiayuryook nojepxkanublil. Kopoue.

OH My3BIKaJIbHO 3BSKHYJ KJIFOUOM B 3aMK€, BBIIBUHYII SILIMK U, 3aIJISIHYB B HETO, IPUBETIUBO
cKasain:

— IMoxante, Cepreii HukonaeBuu.

M ToT4yac u3 sCEHEBOro SIMKAa BHITJISHYJA IPUYECaHHas, CBETIAs, KakK JIEH, TOJI0BA U CUHUE
Oerarourye riasa. 3a HUIMHM W30THYJIAach, KaK 3MEUHas, 1esl, XpyCTHYJ KpaXMaibHbIi BOPOTHHUOK,
MoKa3aJicsl MUJKAK, PyKH, OPIOKH, U 4epe3 CeKyH/Iy 3aKOHYEHHBIH ceKpeTapb, ¢ MUCKOM «/loOpoe
YTpO», BBUIE3 Ha KpacHOE CYKHO. OH BCTPSAXHYJICS, KaK BBIKYITABIIMICS NEC, COCKOUYMJI, 3aIIpaBUl
norry0Xe MaH)XeThl, BBIHYJ U3 KapMaHUYMKa TaTEHTOBAHHOE MEPO U B TY K€ MUHYTY 3aCTPOYMIL.

KopoTkoB oTmaTHysICs, MPOTSIHYIN PYKY U KajJ00HO cKa3ajl CHHEMY:

— CMoTpuTe, CMOTPHUTE, OH BbLIE3 U3 cTosA. YTO ke 3T0 Takoe?..



— EcrecTBeHHO, BbUIE3, — OTBETHJI CUHUMW, — HE JIEKaTh K€ €My Bech JeHb. [lopa. Bpewms.
XpOHOMETpaXK.

— Ho kak? Kak? — 3a3Benen KopoTtkos.

— AX 11, ['OCcnioiu, — B3BOJIHOBAJICSI CHHUH, — HE 3aJICpKUBANTE, TOBAPUILL.

BproHeTkiHa roi0Ba BEIHBIPHYJIA U3 IBEPH U KPUKHYIA BO30YKIEHHO M PaIOCTHO:

— S yxe 3acnana ero nokymeHntol B [lontaBy. U s eny ¢ HuM. Y mens terka B [lonrase og 43
I'pagycoM UPOTHI U 5-M JOJTOTHL.

— Hy u uyznecHo, — oTBeTUJI OJIOHIUH, — @ TO MHE HaJl0€JIa 3Ta BOJIbIHKA.

— 51 He xouy! — Bckpuuan Koportkos, Omyxnas B3opoMm. — OHa OyneT MHE OTHaBaThes, a s
TepneTh dToro He Mory. He xouy! Bepuure moxkymeHThl. CBSIIEHHYIO MO (HaMIIIHIO.
Boccranosure!

— ToBapui, 3T0 B oTAene OpadyrolUXCs, — 3alullal CEKPeTapb, — Mbl HUYETO HE MOXKEM
C/enaTh.

— O, nypamka! — BOCKJIIMKHYJIa OproHETKa, BRITJISHYB onsTh. — Cornamaiics! Cornamaiics! —
KpHU4aia oHa Cy(JIepCKUM IIETOTOM. [ 0J10Ba ee TO CKpBIBaIach, TO MOSBIISIIACH.

— ToBapum! — 3apsigan KopoTkoB, pazmasbiBas 1Mo JHIly cie3bl. — ToBapuin! Ymorsito 1ebs,
naii JOKyMeHTHL. bynb apyrom. Byns, mponry Te6st Bcemu ¢puOpaMu Aymin, U s yii1y B MOHACTBIPb.

— ToBapum! bes ucrepuxu. KoHkpeTHO 1 aGCTPaKTHO U3JI0KUTE MUCbMEHHO M YCTHO, CPOYHO
u cexkpeTHo — [lonraBa unu Mpkyrck? He orHumaiite Bpems y 3anstoro 4yenoseka! [1o kopumopam
He xonuth! He mneBats! He xkyputs! PasmenoMm nener He 3aTpynHATh! — BbIAS U3 cebsd, 3arpemen
OJIOH/IHH.

— Pykonosxatust OTMEHSIOTCS! — KyKapeKHYJI CEKpETaphb.

— Jla 31paBCTBYIOT 00BATHSI! — CTPACTHO LIENHYJIA OPIOHETKA U, KaK JYHOBEHHE, IPOHECIAaCh
10 KOMHaTe, 00/1aB nanabIeM e Koporkosa.

—Cka3aHo B 3amoBeAM TPUHAALATON: HE BXoau Oe3 JokiIaza K ONMIKHEMY TBOEMY, —
MpOIIaMKaJl JIFOCTPUHOBBIA M MIPOJIETEN MO BO3AYyXY, B3MaxuBas IOJIAMH KpbUIATKU... — Sl U He
BXOXY, HE BXOXKY-C, — a2 OYMa)KKy BCE-TaKH MOAOPOIIY, BOT TaK, XJOm!.. MOANMUIICHH JTIO0YI0 — U
Ha CKaMbe MOJCYIUMBIX. — OH BBIKUHYI U3 MIMPOKOTO YEPHOTO PYyKaBa MaykKy OeJIbIX JINCTOB, U OHU
pa3ieTenuch 1 YCEesuId CTOJIbI, KaK YallKi CKaJlbl Ha Oepery.

MyTb 3ax0/11J1a B KOMHATE, U OKHA CTaJIl KayaThCsl.

— ToBapum 6moHaMH! — TUTaKan UCTOMIIEHHBINM KOpOTKOB, — 3aCTpenu Thl MEHS Ha MECTE, HO
BBHITNIPaBb Thl MHE KaKOW HU Ha €CTh JOKYMEHTHK. PyKky s Tebe morenyro.

B Myt OmoHAauH cTanm MyxXHYTh M BbIpacTaTh, HE TMEpecTaBas HU HAa MHUHYTY O€IIEHO
MOAMMUCHIBATh CTAPUYKOBBI JTUCTKH U IIBBIPATH MUX CEKPETApIO, KOTOPBIM JOBWI UX C PaJOCTHBIM
ypUaHHUEM.

—UYeprt ¢ HuM! — 3arpemen OJIOHAMH, — 4epT ¢ HUM. MalllMHUCTKH, Teil!

OH MaxHyn OrpoMHOW pyKoH, creHa mepen riazamu KopoTkoBa pacmanach, W TpUIALATh
MalIlH Ha CTOJIaX, 3BIKHYB 3BOHOUKAaMHU, 3aurpanu GokcTpoT. Kombima OeapaMu, ciiagocTpacTHO
MOBOJIA IUIeYaMM, B30pacbiBas KpPEMOBBIMH HOTraMu Oeylo NeHy, MNapajoM-ajule JBUHYIHCH
TPUAUATH KEHIIWH U MOIUIA BOKPYT CTOJIOB.

benbie 3Men Gymaru mosie3nu B MacTU MalllH, CTaJl CBUBATHCS, PACKPAUBAThCS, CIIUBATHCS.
Brutesnu 6enbie Oproku ¢ (uoneroBbiMu JdammacaMu. «IIpenbsBUTENb Cero ecth AeHCTBUTEIHHO
MIpeIbBUTENb, & HE KaKasi-HUOY/Ab IAHTpAIIay.

— Hanesaii! — rpoxHy:n GJIOHIMH B TyMaHe.

— U-u-u-u, — ToHeHpko 3ackynui KopoTkoB u cranm OuTbcs rojioBoid 00 yros OIOHAMHOBA
croiia. ['onoBe nmoneryano Ha MUHYTKY, U Yb€-TO JHUIO B Clie3aX METHYJOCH nepes KopoTKOBBIM.

— BanepbsiHk! — KpUKHYJ KTO-TO Ha ITOTOJIKE.

Kpebinatka, Kak yepHas NTULA, 3aKPblJa CBET, CTAPUUOK 3aILIENTal TPEBOKHO:

— Teneppb ogHO criacenune — K [{pIpkuHy B msiToe otnenenue. Xoay! Xomay!

3amaxia0 3¢uUpoM, MOTOM pPYKH HEACHO BbIHeCTHM KOpOTKOBa B MONYTEMHBIH KOPUIOP.
Kpsbinatka oOHsna KopoTkoBa 1 nmoBiekia, menya 1 Xuxukasi:

—Hy, s y)X UM yApyXWI: Takoe MOACHINAN Ha CTOJbI, YTO KaXKJOMY U3 HUX JOCTAHETCS He



MEHbIIIE MIATH JIET C MOpaXeHUEM Ha mnoJjie cpaxkenus. Xoay! Xoxay!
Kprpinmatka mopxHyiaa B CTOPOHY, MOTSHYJIO BETPOM U CHIPOCTBIO M3 CETKH, YXOJSIICH B
ponacTk. ..

10. CtpawHbIN AbIpKUH

3epkanbHas KabuWHa cTaja majgatb BHU3, W JBoe KOpPOTKOBBIX ymanu BHHM3. Broporo
KopoTkoBa mepBblif M TNaBHBIM 3a0bL1 B 3epkajie KaOWHBI U BBHINET OJWH B IPOXJIAIHBIN
BecTHO0JIb. OUeHb TOJICTBIN U PO30BBIN B HUIUHAPE BCTpeTua KopoTkoBa ciioBaMu:

— W uynecno. Bot s Bac u apectyto.

— Mens Henb3sd apecTtoBarh, — OTBETHI KOpPOTKOB M 3acMesicsi CAaTAHMHCKUM CMEXOM, —
IIOTOMY 4TO 51 Heu3BecTHO KT0. Koneuno. Hu apectoBaTh, HU )KeHUTh MeHs Henb3s. A B [lonTaBy s
HE noexy.

ToscThlil UenOBEK 3aAp0Kall B yKace, Morsiies B 3padku KopoTkoBy U cTail ocenarb Ha3al.

— Apecryii-ka, — mHCKHYl KOpOTKOB M TOKa3ajl TOJCTSAKY ApOKalIMi OJeIHBIA S3BIK,
MaXHYIIUHA BalepbsIHKON, — KaK Thl apeCcTyelllb, €KEJIU BMECTO TOKYMEHTOB — (hura? MoxkeT ObITb,
s 'oreHuosiepH.

—T'ocnmogu Hcyce, — ckazan TOJCTSAK, TPACYIICHCS PYKOM MEPEKPECTHIICS U IPEBPATHIICA U3
PO30BOTO B KENTOTO.

— Kanbconep He momapanca? — oTpbIBUCTO cripocusl KopoTkoB M orisiHyncs. — OtTBedaid,
TOJICTYH.

— Hukak HeT, — OTBETUJI TOJICTSK, MEHSISI PO30BYIO OKPAaCKYy Ha CEPEHBKYIO.

— Kak xe reneps ObITh? A?

— K JlpIpkuHy, HE WHaue, — IpoJeneTan TOJCTAK, — K HeMy caMoe jyuuiee. TOJIBKO T'PO3€EH.
Vx, rpo3en! 1 He moxxoau. /[Boe yk OT Hero cBepXy BbUIeTeNN. TenedoH cioMan HeIHYE.

— JlanHo, — oTBeTHa KOPOTKOB M 3aIMXBAaTCKHU CIUIKOHYII, — HAM Tenepb Bce paBHO. [loabpimait!

— Hoxky He ymmOute, ToBapull yIOJIHOMOYEHHBIN, — HEXHO CKa3aj TOJICTSK, MOJCaKUBas
KopoTtkoBa B mur.

Ha BepxHel miomaake monaics MaJICHbKUHN JIET [EeCTHAAUATH U CTPALIHO 3aKpHYal:

— Kyna 61?7 Croid!

— He 6eil, naaeHbka, — cKazall TOJICTSK, ChEKHUBIINCH U 3aKPBIB FOJIOBY PYKaMHU, — K CaMOMy
JpIpkuny.

— IIpoxoau, — KpUKHYJ MAJICHBKHUI.

Tonctsx 3amenrain:

— BBl y’x naute, Balie CHUATENBCTBO, a 5 3/16Ch HA CKaMeedKe-Bac MOJ0XKy. bOJIIBHO KYTKO. ..

KopoTkoB momnan B TEMHYIO MEPEIHIO, a M3 Hee B IYCTBIHHBIA 3aj, B KOTOPOM ObLI
pacnpocTepT royiy0oil BEITEPTBIN KOBED.

Ilepen nBepbio ¢ Haanuckio «/IpipkuH» KOopoTkoB HEMHOTO MoKoje0ancs, HO MOTOM BOLIET U
OKa3ajcsl B YIOTHO 00CTaBJIEHHOM KaOMHETE C OTPOMHBIM MaJIMHOBBIM CTOJIOM U YacaMH Ha CTEHE.
Manenbkuil myxibiii JIpIpkuH BCKOYMIT Ha IPYKUHE U3-3a CTOJIA U, B3JIbIOMB YCbI, PIBKHYII:

— M-Monuats!.. — xoTh KOpOTKOB e111e poBHO HUYEro He cKa3al.

B Ty xe MuHyTy B KaOuHeTe mosiBWICA OJeAHbIM roHOImIa ¢ moptdenem. Jlumo JpipkuHa
MIHOBEHHO MOKPBUIOCH YIBIOKOBBIMU MOPILIMHAMH.

— A-a! — Bckpuyai oH ciaznko. — Aptyp Aptypeid. Hame Bam.

— Cnymai, JIpIpkuH, — 3aroBOpWJ IOHOINA METAJUIMYECKUM TOJIOCOM, — Thl HaIMcal
[Ty3bIpeBy, uTOo OyaTO OBl 51 yUpeausl B SMEPUTYPHOH Kacce CBOIO €IMHOJIMYHYIO JUKTaTypy U
Ionep 3MepuTypHbIe Malickue neHbru? Tei? OTBevail, mapmuBas CBOJIOYb.

— 51?.. — 3a0opmortan J[pIpKuH, KOJJOBCKM MpeBpamasch U3 rpo3Horo [pipkuHa B J[pIpkuHa
noOpsika, — 51, Aptyp Jdukrarypsrd... S, koneuHo... Bsl 3T0 HanpacHo...

— AX TbI, Mep3aBell, MEpP3aBeLl, — pa3/IelbHO CKa3aJl IOHOLIA, I0Kayall roJIOBOW M, B3MaxHYB
noprdesnem, TpecHylI UM JIbIpKHHA MO yXY, CJIOBHO OJIMH BBIJIOKWI HA TapeiKy.

KopoTkoB MalMHanpHO OXHYIJI U 3aCThLI.



—To xe Oyner u Tebe, M BCIKOMY HETOJISF0, KOTOPBIM MO3BOJIUT ce0e COBaTh HOC B MOU
JieNa, — BHYIIUTEIBHO CKa3aj FOHOIIA WM, NOTPO3UB Ha IpoliaHrue KopoTKoBY KpacHBIM KYJIaKOM,
BBIILIE.

MunyThl 1Be B KaOMHETE CTOSUIO MOJYaHUe, U JIUIIb MOJBECKH Ha KaHJensi0pax 3BSKaId OT
IIPOEXAaBIIETO I/1e-TO IPY30BUKA.

—BoT, Mosof0if YenoBEeK, — TOPHKO YCMEXHYBIIHUCH, CKazajl JOOpBIi W YHM)KCHHBIN
JIpIpkuH, — BOT M Harpaja 3a ycepaue. Houell Henmochimaemb, Heoenacllb, HEIONUBACIIb, a
pe3yiabTaT Bceraa OAMH — 1o Mopae. MokeT ObITh, U BBl ¢ TeM ke npumuiu? Yro k... belte
Heipkuna, Oeiite. Mopna y Hero, BUAHO, Ka3zeHHas. MoxeT ObITh, BaM pykod OonbHO? Tak BBI
KaHJIeIsI0pUK BO3bMHUTE.

W JIpipkuH cOOJIa3HUTENBHO BBHICTABUII ITyXJIbIE MIEKH M3-33a MMCbMEHHOTO crona. Huuero He
noHumasi, KopoTkoB KOCO M 3aCTEHUMBO YIBIOHYJCS, B3sUI KaHAENAOp 32 HOXKKY U C XPYyCTOM
ynapui JIpIpkuHa 10 rojoBe cBeuamu. M3 Hoca y TOro 3akamaja Ha CyKHO KpOBb, U OH, KDUKHYB
«Kapayiy, yoexxan uepe3 BHyTPEHHIOIO JIBEPb.

—Ky-xy! — pagocTHO KpuKkHyna JjecHas KyKyIIKa M BBICKOYMJIA U3 HIOPEHOEPrcKoro
Pa3pHUCOBAHHOIO JOMUKA HA CTEHE.

— Ky-kitykc-knaHn! — 3akpuyana oHa U NpPEeBpaTHIach B JIBICYIO I'OJIOBY. — 3allUIIEM, KaK BbI
paboOTHUKOB JiynuTe!

SApocts oBnagena KoporkoBeiM. OH B3MaxHyJ KaHAEISOpoM U yaapuil UM B 4vacbl. OHU
OTBETUJIM TPOMOM U OpBI3raMu 30JI0THIX CTpenoK. KanbcoHep BBHICKOYMI U3 YacOB, MPEBPATHIICS B
0€eJI0r0 MEeTYIIKa ¢ HAAIMHUChI0 «HCXOIIIINN» U IOPKHYJ B IBepb. TOTYac 32 BHYTPEHHUMH JBEPSIMU
pasmwics Boruib Jpipkuna: «JloBu ero, paz0oiiHuKa!», U TSXKKHUE IIArd JIOJEH MOJeTeNn CO BCeX
cropoH. KopoTkoB nmoBepHyscs u Opocuiicst 6exarb.

11. MapdopcHoe KMHO 1 6e3aHa

C mIomanKu TOJCTSK CKakHyJd B KaOWHy, 3a0pOCWIICS CeTKaMH W YXHYJI BHH3, a IO
OTPOMHOM, M3IPhI3EHHOM JIECTHHIIE MOOEKaJIW B TAaKOM IOpSJIKE: HEPBbIM — YEpHBIA LIUIUHID
TOJICTSIKA, 32 HUM — O€JBI MCXOSIINI MeTyX, 3a MEeTyXOM — KaHAEs0p, MPOJIETEBIINN B BEPILKE
HaJl OCTpoii 0enoil rosioBkoi, 3aTeM KopoTKoB, 1iecTHaALATHIIETHUH C pEBOJIBLBEPOM B PYKE U €I11e
KaKHe-TO JIFOJIH, TOTIOYYIIHE IMOJAKOBAaHHBIMH carnoraMu. JlecTHHIIa 3acToHalla OPOH30BEIM 3BOHOM,
U TPEBOKHO 3aXJIONAJIM JBEPH Ha IUIOIIAKAX.

KTo-To cBecuiicsi ¢ BepXHero 3Taka BHU3 ¥ KPUKHYJ B PYIIOp:

— Kakas cexuus nepeesxaer? Hecropaemyro kaccy 3a0buiu!

JKeHckuit ro10Cc BHU3Y OTBETHIL:

— banaurs1!!

B orpomusie aBepu Ha ynuiy KopoTkoB, 000THAB IMIMHIP U KaHJENISOp, BBICKOYMIT TIEPBBIM
U, 3arjoTaB OTPOMHYIO MOPIMIO pPacKaleHHOTO BO3JyXy, MOJIeTesl Ha ynuiy. benblil meTymok
MPOBAIMJICS CKBO3b 3E€MIIIO, OCTABUB CEPHBIN 3amax, YyepHas KpbUIaTKa COTKAJIACh M3 BO3IyXa U
norJenach psaoM ¢ KopoTKoBBIM ¢ KPUKOM TOHKUM U MIPOTSKHBIM:

— ApTENbIIUKOB OBIOT, TOBApHUIIH !

ITo mytu KopoTkoBa mHpoxo)kue CBOpauyMBaJId B CTOPOHBl M BIOJ3aJM B IOJBOPOTHH,
BCIIBIXMBAJIM M TaclId KOPOTKHE CBUCTKH. KTO-TO O€IIEHO MOpCKai, YIIONIOKAN, W 3aropajuch
TPEBOXKHBIE, CUIUIble KpUKHU: «/lepxku». C ApOOHBIM IPOXOTOM OIYCKAJIUCh XKEJIE3HBbIE IITOPHI, U
KaKOM-TO XpOMOH, CH/isl HA TPAMBAWHOW JIMHUY, BU3XKAIL:

— Hauanocs!

Brictpensr nerenn tenepb 3a KOpOTKOBBIM YacThie, Becelble, KaK €JIOYHBIC XJIOMYIIKH, W
OyJad KUKIM TO cOOKY, TO CBepxy. Pwlyammii, kak Ky3HeuHbld MeX, KopoTkoB cTpemmiics K
THTaHTY — OJMHHAIIATHATAKHOMY 3/IaHUIO, BBIXOAIIEMY OOKOM Ha ynuiy W (acajoM B TECHBIN
nepeynok. Ha camom yriy — crekisinHast BeiBecka ¢ Haanuceio «KRESTORAN | PIVO » tpecnyna
3BE3/I0i, M MOKWIOH M3BO3YHK IEpPeceN ¢ KO3eJ Ha MOCTOBYIO C TOMHBIM BBIpQXCHHEM JHIA U
CIIOBaMH:



— 3mopoBo! UTo *k BBI, OpaTI(bl, B KOTO MOIMAJIO, CTAJIO OBITH?..

BriOexaBmuii M3 mepeysika 4YelOBEK cleNial TOMBITKY yXBaTuTh KoOpoTkoBa 3a Tmory
NuJpKaKka, U 10ja ocTajlach y HEro B pykax. KopoTkoB 3aBepHys 3a yros, IpoJeTel HECKOJIbKO
caxkeHed M BOexasl B 3epKajbHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO BeCcTUOMONSA. MalbuuK B TallyHaX M 30J0YEHBIX
MTyTOBKAX OTCKOYHJI OT JTH(TA U 3aIIaKal.

— Canuce, nans. Caguce! — nmpopeernt oH. — Tosbko He Oeld cupoty!

KopoTkoB BoH3MIICA B KOPOOKY nu(Ta, ce Ha 3eJeHbIH AuBaH HanpoTuB apyroro Koporkosa
W 3aJIplIIaN, KaK pbl0a Ha necke. Manbuuiika, BCXJIUIbIBAs, BJIE3 32 HUM, 3aKpbUI IBEpPh, yXBATHIICA
3a BepeBKy, W JTUPT moexan BBepx. M ToTyac BHU3Y, B BECTHOOJIC, 3arpeMend BBICTPENBI U
3aBEPTENIUCH CTEKJISIHHBIE JIBEPH.

JIudpT MATKO ¥ TOIIHO IIET BBEPX, MABUYHIIKA, YCIIOKOUBIINCH, yTUPAI HOC OAHON PYKOM, a
Ipyroii mepedupan BEpeBKy.

— JleHbrn TOKpasl, JA]€HbKa? — C JIFOOOMBITCTBOM CIPOCHJI OH, BCMAaTPHUBAasCh B
pactep3anHoro Kopotkoga.

— Kanbconepa... arakyeM... — 3aablxasch, orBedan KOpOTKOB, — Ja OH B HacCTyILICHUE
nepemen. . .

—Tebe, nsaneHbka, JIydiie BCETO HA CaMbIi BepX, IJI€ OWIBSIPIHBIC, — IMOCOBETOBAI
MaJIbYMIIKA, — TaM Ha KPbIIIE OTCUIUIILCS, €CIIH C MAy3€pOM.

— JlaBait HaBepX... — coryacuics KopoTkos.

Uepes MUHYTY JU(T IUIABHO OCTAaHOBWJICS, MaJbUMIIKa pPACHaxHyll JBEpU H, IIMBITHYB
HOCOM, CKa3al:

— Bbu1ase, As1€HbKA, ChIb HA KPBIILY.

KopoTkoB BBIIPBITHYJ, OcCMOTpesics W npuciymaincsa. CHH3Yy JOHecCs HapacTarollui,
MOJHUMAIOIUICS Tyl, COOKY — CTYK KOCTSHBIX IIIapOB dYepe3 CTEKISHHYIO MEpPeropojky, 3a
KOTOPOU MeJbKaIl BCTPEBOKEHHBIC JIMIIA. MallbYHIIKa MIMBITHYT B JTUQT, 3aniepcss U MPOBATHIICS
BHU3.

OpiuHBIM B30pPOM OKHMHYB TMO3HIHI0, KOpOoTKOB moOKoe0ancs MrHOBEHHE U C OOEBBIM
knudyem: «Brepen!» — BOexkan B OMIbApAHYIO. 3aMeNbKalu 3€JeHbIe TUIOMIAIU C JIOCHIIIUMUCS
OenpiMu mapaMu U OsenHbie Tuna. CHU3y coBceM OJIM3K0 OYXHYI B OTTYIIUTEIEHOM 3XO0 BBICTPEII,
1 CO 3BOHOM TJIe-TO MOCHINaNuCh cTekiia. CIOBHO MO CUTHAIY UTPOKU MOOPOCAIA KUU U TYCHKOM,
TOMOYa, KHHYJIUCh B OOKOBBIE JBepH. KOPOTKOB, METHYBIIIKCH, 3allep 3a HUMHU JIBEPh Ha KPIOK, C
TPECKOM 3amep BXOJHYIO CTEKISIHHYIO IBEpb, BEAYIIYIO C JIECTHUIBI B OWUIBSPAHYIO, © BMUT
BOOpYXKWJCs Iapamu. IIpomio HECKOIbKO CEKyHI, W BO3je JHU(Ta BbIpOCia MepBas rojosa 3a
creknom. llap Bbuteren u3 pyk KopoTkoBa, cCO CBUCTOM MpOUIEN YEpe3 CTEKJIO, U TOJIOBa
MTHOBEHHO Hcuesna. Ha ee MecTe cBepkHYI OJIeHBIN OTOHB, U BBIPOCITA BTOpas rojioBa, 3a HEH —
Tpetha. Ilapel mosieTenTM OOUH 32 JPYrUM, M CTEKJIA TMOJIONAINCh B  IEPEropojiKe.
[TepexaTpIBatOMIMIICS CTYK MOKPBUT JIECTHUILY, U B OTBET €My, KaK OTJIYIIMTENIbHAsI 3UHTE€POBCKas
1IBEMKa, 3aBbUI U 3aTpsc Bce 3AaHue myiemeT. CTeksia U paMbl BBIPE3AJI0 B BEPXHEW YacTH Kak
HOOM, U Ty4el MyApbl TOHECIACh MTyKaTypKa MO BCe OUITbAPIHOM.

KopoTkoB MmoHsI, 4TO MO3UIIUIO YAEpKaTh Helb3sl. Pa3bexaBInch, 3aKpbIB TOJIOBY pyKaMH,
OH YyJapujl HOTaMH B TPEThIO CTEKISHHYIO CTEHY, 3a KOTOpPOW HayMHAIAch IUIOCKas
acdanbTUpoBaHHAsI KPOBIA TpoMajsl. CTeHa TpecHyNa U BhIChINanack. KOpOTKOB moja OyIIyronmm
OTHEM YyCIeJd BBIKMHYTh Ha KpBIIIY TSATH MHUpPaAMUI, M OHHM pazdexanuch Mo achaibTy, Kak
oTpyOJIeHHbIE TOJNIOBHL. Bcenen 3a HuMu Bbickouni KOpOTKOB, M OuY€Hb BOBpEMs, MOTOMY YTO
MyJIEMET B3sUJT HUXKE M BBIPE3aJI BCIO HUKHIOIO YacTh PaMbl.

— CnaBaiicsi! — CMyTHO JOHECJIOCH JIO HETO.

Ilepen KopoTkoBBIM cpa3y OTKpPBUIOCH XYyJOCOYHOE COJIHIIE HaJl CaMOil TOJIOBOH,
OnegHeHbKOE HE0O0, BeTepok W mpomep3mnii acdansT. CHU3Y W CHapyKd TOpOJ JAal 3HATh
TPEBOXKHBIM, CMATYEHHBIM TyJIOM. [lonpeiraB Ha acanbTe U OTISHYBIIUCH, TIOJIXBATUB TPH IIApa,
KopoTkoB nojckoumnn k napanery, Bjie3 Ha HEro U risinyn BHU3. Cepaue ero 3amepino. OTKpbUIUCH
nepea HUM KPOBJIM JIOMOB, Ka3aBIIUXCS MPHUILUTIOCHYTHIMA U MQJICHBKUMH, TUIOIIA/b, IO KOTOPOU
MoJi3ajid  TpaMBaW M IKyYKH-HapoJ, W ToT4ac KOpoTKOB pasrismen cepeHbkue (GUrypku,



MPOIUISICABIIME K MOABE3AY MO LIEIN NEPEYNKa, a 3a HUMH TSDKEIYI0 HIPYIIKY, YCESIHHYIO
30JI0TBIMH CHSIFOLIIUMU TOJIOBKAMH.

— Oxpyxwin! — axayn Koporkos. — IloxapHsle.

[lepernyBimnch 4epe3 napamner, OH IPULENWICS U MyCTUI OAUH 3a APYruM TpH mapa. OHH
B3BUJIMCH, 3aTEM, OIIUCAB YTy, YXHYIH BHU3. KOPOTKOB MMOAXBATHII €1l€ OJIHY TPOMKY, OISITh BJE3
Y, pa3MaxHYyBIIKChH, BBIMYCTHUI U uX. lllapbl cBepkHYIH, Kak cepeOpsiHble, TOTOM, CHU3HUBIIKCH,
IIPEBPATUIINCH B YEPHBIE, IOTOM OISITh 3aCBEPKAIM M Mcue3nu. KopoTKOBY MOKa3aloCh, UTO KYUKU
3a0eranu BCTPEBOKEHHO Ha 3alUTOW CcoNHLIEM Iomaad. KopoTKOB HaKIOHMICS, YTOOBI
IIO/IXBAaTUTh €11l OPLUIO CHApPAI0B, HO He ycred. C HECMOJIKAIOLUIUM XPYCTOM U TPECKOM CTEKOJ B
MpojioMe OUIBAPAHON MoKazanuch Jtoau. OHU ChINANKMCH, KaK TOPOX, BBHICKAKMBAas Ha KPBIMLY.
Bruterenu cepolie (ypakku, cepbie IIUHENTH, a Yepe3 BepXHEe CTEKJI0, He KacasCh 3eMJIH, BBUIETEI
JIIOCTPUHOBBIM CTApUYOK. 3aTe€M CTEHAa COBCEM pacHalach, M TPO3HO BBIKATWICS Ha POJIMKAX
cTpamHblid OpuThIil KambcoHep co CTApMHHBIM MYIIKETOHOM B PYKax.

— Cpnagaiics! — 3aBbIJIO CIIEpE, C3aU U CBEPXY, U BCE MOKPBHLI HEBBIHOCUMBINA OTTYIIAOITUN
KaCTpPIOJIbHBIN Oac.

— Konueno, — cmabo nmpoxpuvan Koporko, — kondeHo! boii npourpan. Ta-ta-ta! — 3amen on
ryoamu TpyOHBIN OTOOH.

OtBara cmeptu xubiHyda eMmy B nymy. Lemnssce u Ganancupys, KopoTkoB B3oOpancs Ha
CTOJIO Taparera, MOKa4YHyJICs Ha HEM, BBITSHYJICS BO BECh POCT M KPUKHYII:

— Jlyuiie cmepThb, yeM 11o30p!

[IpecnenoBarenmn Obun B ABYyX Imarax. Yxke KOpoTKOB BHIeN NpOTAHYTHIE DPYKH, YKe
BBICKOUMJIO Miams u3o pra Kansconepa. Conneunas 6e3aHa nomanmina Koporkosa Tak, 4To y HEro
3axBaTwio AyX. C NpOH3UTENbHBIM MOOEIHBIM KJIMKOM OH MOJIPBITHYJ U B3jeTed BBepx. Bmur
nepepesano eMy AbixaHue. HescHO, O4eHb HESICHO OH BHJIEN, KaK CEpO€ C YEPHBIMU JbIpaMU, KaK OT
B3pbIBA, B3JIETEJIO0 MUMO HEro BBEPX. 3aT€M OYEHb SICHO YBHJIEN, YTO CEPOE YMaJo BHM3, a CaM OH
MOAHSJICS BBEPX K Y3KOM 1IN Mepeyiika, KoTopas 0OKa3alach HaJ HUM. 3aTeM KPOBSIHOE COJHIE CO
3BOHOM JIOIIHYJIO Y HETO B TOJIOBE, U OOJIbIIIE OH POBHO HUYETO HE BHJIAL.



